FRESNO LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION (LAFC0)
EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT

AGENDA ITEM NO. 8

DATE: February 10, 2016
TO: Fresno Local Agency Formation Commission
FROM: David E. Fey, AICP, Executive Officer%“%

/

SUBJECT: LAFCo Support of “One Voice D.C.” Fresno COG’s Regional Advocacy

RECOMMENDATION:

If the Commission intends to participate in the 2016 “One Voice D.C.” trip, staff recommends the
following actions:

1. Approve the expenditure of $2,525 from the Contingency Fund (account # 51170) for the
purposes described in this report;

2. Find that the circumstances exist that support an increase in the specified maximum
reimbursement rate for lodging and per diem; and

3. ldentify a Commission member to represent the Fresno LAFCo on the 2016 “One Voice
D.C.” trip; and

4. Assign responsibility to that member to complete the attached registration form
(Attachment “A”) and convey it to the Fresno COG “One Voice D.C.” project manager in a
timely manner.

Background

At its January 13, 2016 meeting, the Commission discussed funding a member of LAFCo to
represent the Commission on the 2016 “One Voice D.C.” trip. Because the item was raised
during Commission comments and was not agendized for action, staff was directed to bring an
action item to the Commission at its February meeting.

“One Voice D.C.” is Fresno COG's regional advocacy effort that assembles a public-private
delegation to visit Congressional and federal departmental representatives in Washington, D. C.
The goal is to educate them about Fresno County’s regional priorities and needs as they work to
develop policy on transportation reauthorization, water, and economic development. An
example of the COG's regional priorities is attached as Attachment “B.”

The Annual Fresno COG “One Voice D.C.” trip for elected officials, business leaders and staff is
scheduled for April 16-21, 2016.



Fiscal Effect

The fiscal impact of a Commissioner’s participation in the “One Voice D.C.” trip is estimated as:

Airline ticket/Hotel $2,000 (Fresno COG estimate).

Fresno COG Registration $150 (Per COG website)

Per diem $375 (Per LAFCo Travel Reimbursement Policy of
$75.00/day x 5 days)

Total $2,525

Fresno LAFCo Financial and Accounting Procedures (FAP) travel reimbursement policies limit
lodging to $150 per night but permit this reimbursement rate to be exceeded under certain
circumstances. Per the FAP, per diem is limited to $60 per day but may be increased to $75
when traveling to high cost cities as defined by the Internal Revenue Service.

Washington D.C. is identified as a High-cost locality in the 2014-2015 Special Per Diem Rates.’

Consistency With LAFCo Policies, Standards, And Procedures

Though regional advocacy is not directly a LAFCo objective, a LAFCo representative on the “One
Voice D.C.” trip generally promotes the Commission's goals for orderly, logical, and efficient
service delivery. If a LAFCo representative on the trip is supported, the Commission should
schedule a time during its May, 2016, meeting to debrief the Commissioner, learn from his
experience, and debate whether to amend LAFCo policies and/or its annual budget to support
further participation in COG's regional advocacy efforts.
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! hitps://www.irs.gov/pubfirs-drop/n-14-57.pdf.



“Fresno Council

Attachment A

2035 Tulare St., Ste, 201

of Governments Fresno, California 93721 fox 5

January 7, 2016

To: One Voice Participants
From: Brenda Veenendaal, Senior Regional Planner
Subject: Intent to Travel — Fresno “One Voice” Trip — April 16-21, 2016

We are in the process of planning our One Voice Trip to Washington, DC scheduled for April 16-21,
2016. If you have budgeted to participate in this trip, please let us know. We are currently holding 25
hotel rooms at the Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol Hill 400 New Jersey Ave NW, Washington,
DC~(202) 737-1234 (with 4 spots committed to COG staff and Chair)} at the price of $299.00 per night.

The cost far hotel accommodations and airline tickets for the 2015 One Voice Trip was approximately
$1,850. Using last year’s figure as a rough estimate, we anticipate that this year’s cost may increase
slightly to $2000 (hotel & flight; this does not include the price of meals).

Cost:

A $150 registration fee is required for each participant attending the 2016 One Voice trip. The
registration fee must be paid by February 26, 2016. This fee includes your materials and the closing
dinner on Wednesday evening. Given the close proximity to the Capitol Building, Metro Passes will
not be purchased this year. However, if you would like one, staff can arrange one be made available to
you. You will be billed for any remaining charges over $150 that Fresno COG may incur on your
behalf. Fresno COG is not responsible for your hotel charges, alcohol purchases or other room
incidentals. Any additional payments owed to Fresno COG must be remitted no later than May 13,
2016. Registration fees apply to each One Voice participant only. Spouses and/or guests of One Voice
participants must pay for themselves prior to or at planned events. Spouses and/or guests must also
complete and sign a commitment form.

Based on feedback received from prior One Voice surveys, you will be responsible for obtaining
breakfast on your own. Morning briefings will be held in either the hotel restaurant; a hotel
conference room, or at another location. Everyone must attend the morning briefings and must be
ready to leave the hotel at the designated time allowing time to travel to the meeting locations.

PLEASE NOTE:

Planned dinners requiring prior reservations:

If you register to participate in a planned dinner where prior reservations are required and you cancel
after the cutoff deadline date for the reservation, you will be charged for the dinner.




Accommodations:

All participants will be responsible for making their own hotel reservations. Please go online to the
following link to make your reservation in Fresno COG’s room block. The link will take you to Fresno
COG’s reserved room block. You begin by inputting your arrival and departure dates, and the website
will bring up room options for you to select. Then it will ask for your registration information.
Reservations will be accepted until March 18, 2016. This is going to be a very busy time of year in
Washington. Fresno COG may not be able to secure additional rooms at the hotel over the contracted
number.

hitps://aws.passkey.com/g/52228462

Or you may call the Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol Hill to make your reservation and ask for
the “Fresno Council of Governments” room block. Reservations Toll Free: 1-888-421-1442

PLEASE NOTE: Fresno COG has guaranteed occupancy of 125 room nights in our contract for this block
of rooms, if you cancel your hotel reservations booked under the “One Voice Trip” room block those
charges for the unused nights will be charged back to Fresno COG. You will be responsible for those
charges if the rooms are not rebooked.

Transportation:
Everyone is responsible for booking their own transportation to and from Washington, DC.
To reserve a spot on the trip, please email a completed and signed copy of this form to Brenda

Veenendaal at brendav@fresnocog.org or fax to 559-233-9645. Payment should be mailed to
Brenda’s attention along with your signed registration form and disclaimer.

Name: Title:
Organization: Address:
City: State/Zip:
Phone: : Email:
Cell Phone:

More Information

Yes, | am committed to participate and will pay for the cost of the trip.

Signature




Participant Disclaimer

The purpose of the Fresno Council of Governments’ Washington D.C. “One Voice” advocacy effort is to seek
federal support or funding for projects of broad community-wide benefit and regional significance within
Fresno County. In order to accomplish this goal, a delegation of elected officials, public administrators and
regional stakeholders from the public and private sectors join together to visit Washington D.C. and
Sacramento on an annual basis. On the trip, the delegation meets with Congressional, legislative, and
departmental representatives to advocate for the regionally significant issues that have been agreed upon
during the COG selection process.

No delegate or agency will advocate separately on issues, other than those agreed upon by the Fresno Council
Policy Board, during the same time period as the “One Voice” advocacy effort in Washington D.C. using the
“One Voice” name, or at any other time, while using the “One Voice” name. This does not, however, preclude
you from extending your stay in Washington D.C., or from bringing additional staff or representatives from
your company or agency to Washington D.C. or Sacramento during the same time period as the scheduled
One Voice trips. However, those additional staff members or representatives may not use the “One Voice”
name during their additional activities.

In addition, any person committed to participation on the “One Voice” trip must participate in all scheduled
appointments assigned and not hold separate meetings unless previously discussed and agreed upon by the
One Voice delegation.

The trip is scheduled for April 16-21, 2016.

Please sign below:

Participant Signature

Date



Attachment B

Fresno COG
DRAFT
2015 “One Voice” Regional Priorities
Summaries

Topic : Request : Lead Agency. ‘ Contact Person
Water Policy Request: Support for Federal legislation and funding to assist | Fresno County/ Bernard Jimenez, Deputy Director
Support the San Joaquin Valley in dealing with continuing drought Latino Water Fresno County Department of Public
conditions coupled with Delta pumping restrictions resulting Coalition Works and Planning (559) 600-4234
in; biimenez@eco.fresno.ca.us
o  Serious and negative economic impacts to farms,
rural communities and specifically low income Mario Santoyo
families. Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) Executive Director
funding is critical to assure essential support for fow California Latino Water Coalition
income families who have lost their jobs and are (559) 799-0701 ()
struggling to pay for housing, utilities, and food. msanioyo1@verizon.net

Funding programs are also necessary for failed
ground water wells to farmers and rural communities.

¢  Significant operational constraints that severely limit
water supply movement through both the State and
Federal pumping stations thereby impacting available
critical water supplies to both west side and east side
farms and cities.

e The need to storage water normally lost during wet
years for drought periods by completion of the Upper
San Joaquin River Basin Storage Investigation
Feasibility report and then construction of the
Temperance Flat Dam storage project along with the
construction of additional water supply reliability
projects that would enhance regional water
conveyance and improve ground water storage and
reduce groundwater over drafting.




Topic

a. The bill should be passed on time and
include $11M appropriation for the Fresno BRT
Project
b. Maintain formula allocations, like STIP, for
projects like Veterans Blvd.
2. Support a national freight program with a dedicated
funding source.
3. Streamlining and Flexibility
a. Revise the definition of eligible projects for
the FTA Pilot Program for TOD to ensure that projects
with less than 50% fixed guideway are eligible to apply
for funding
4. Fixit first through investments directed at rebuilding and
maintaining transportation infrastructure that is in a good
state of repair. Priority should be given to preservation
and maintenance of the existing system of roadways,
bridges, transit routes, railroads, ports and airports.
Support should also be provided for modernization and
repiacement of transit and rail equipment.

Request

Topic - Request Lead Agency Contact Person
Surface 1. Ensure financial integrity of Highway and Transit Trust Fresno COG Tony Boren, Executive Director, Fresno
Transportation Funds through a multi-year surface transportation bill that COG, Office: 558-233-4148
Reauthorization will provide financial stability and certainty. thoren@fresnocog.org

' ‘LeadAgency

Contact Person

High Speed Rait
Training Facilities

Fresno County marks the starting point of a high-speed raII
network that will one day span the entire country. Because
high-speed rail is new to the United States, it is necessary to
train workers to not only build but also maintain the high-
speed rail line in a world of ever-changing technology.
Fresno County has both the land and population to make a
high-speed rail educational center a success, not only for
the State of California, but for the entire country. Locating a

high-speed rail operations, education, and training facility in

Economic
Development
Corporation

Henry Perea, Supervisor, District 3,
County of Fresno, BOS, Office: 559-

600-3000, hperea@co.fresno.ca.us

Lee Ann Eager, President/CEQ, Fresno
County Economic Development
Corporation, Office: 559-476-2513,
leager@fresnoedc.com




Fresno County will provide the workforce for the
construction and maintenance of the nation’s first high-
speed rail line. As this burgeoning industry grows, it will be
able to rely upon both the training and the firsthand
experience of the professionals involved in the project from
its earliest stages. It will also be a major economic stimulus
for Fresno County's economy and put many people back to
work in a region that has rarely received the caliber of State
and Federal opportunities that California’s other large
metropolitan areas have.

Request: policy or regulations be created that require high-
speed rail training facilities be located alongside high-speed
rail testing facilities in the Central Valiey.

Jopic | Request | LeadAgency Contact Person
Pest Prevention & | It is widely recognized that additional resources are needed | Fresno County Les Wright, Agricultural Commissioner
Exclusion of to safeguard America’s natural environment and food and County of Fresno, Agriculture

Pests Programs

fiber systems from potential destruction caused by invasive
pests and diseases. There is a great need {o use consistent
and adequate federal funding to support efforts to discover
new pests and diseases that impact agriculture. With
sufficient federal funding, Fresno County can mitigate pests
offshore and eliminate pathways of introduction, prepare for
potential introduction of these pests, and rapidly and
effectively respond to infroductions when they occur.

Request: increased funding under the USDA Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) Plant Protection
and Quarantine Program to support California’s high-risk
pest and Disease Prevention and exclusion programs. In FY
2014-15 Fresno County received $50,775 compared to
$92,712 in FY 2008-10.

Department, 559-600-7510
lwright@co.fresno.ca.us

Agriculture
Canine Inspection
to protect
agriculture from

California is a major producer of agricultural commodities
that is important to the nutrition and heaith of our nation.
Fresno County is in the forefront of that production. Fresno
County and eight other counties have partial support

Fresno County

Les Wright, Agricultural Commissioner
County of Fresno, Agriculture
Department, 559-600-7510
lwright@co fresno.ca.us




invasive pest
introduction

through the United States Department of Agricuiture (USDA)
to maintain inspections of parcels for contraband plant
material that may carry pests detrimental to agriculture.
Continued and higher funding support is needed for existing
agriculture canine inspection teams and to fund the
establishment of additional

teams in the state.

Request: Increased funding under the USDA Animal and
Plant Health inspection Service (APHIS) Plant Protection
and Quarantine Program to support existing and additional
canine detection teams to protect agriculture from invasive
pest introduction through parcel facilities. in Fiscal Year
2014-2015 Fresno County is budgeted to receive $230,434.

Expand Drip
Irrigation Funding
Opportunities to
Tenants

During the course of the USDA-grant funded Valley Grow
Project, one glaring challenge for many minority and
disadvantaged farmers has become apparent: Those who
rent the land they sow do not qualify for the USDA’s
Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) funding for
drip irrigation. Because they do not own the relatively small
pieces of fand they cultivate, minority and disadvantaged
farmers typically utilize temporary irrigation “tape” to water
their crops rather than investing in more costly and
permanent drip irrigation systems. For this reason, many
minority and disadvantaged farmers do not qualify for the
USDA’s EQIP funding for drip irrigation. As an added
benefit, making the EQIP funding for drip irrigation more
accessible to farmers who rent smaller plots of land would
expose a traditionally underserved community to the
USDA’s many services and help eliminate the fear and
distrust that minority and socially disadvantaged farmers
often have of government programs.

Request: A temporary waiver to USDA regulations during
times of officially declared drought so small-scale farmers
who use temporary irrigation systems can access USDA
EQIP funding. We also request the inclusion of programs
that would benefit small-scale farmers when federal

Workforce
Investment Board

Matt Leedy, 559-375-5665,
mleedy@workforce-connection.com

emergency drought assistance funds are release.




Topic . Request L Lead Agency Contact Person
Air and Health Support reintroduction and enactment of H.R. 6378 - Airand | Fresno County Bernard Jimenez, Deputy Director
Quality Health Quality Empowerment Zone Designation Act of 2012 Fresno County Department of Public
Empowerment in the 113th Congress - Allowing the Administrator of the Works and Planning, (559) 600-4234,

Zone Designation

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to designate an
area as an air and health quality empowerment zone if the
air pollution control district or other local governmental entity
(area entity) authorized to regulate air quality for the area
nominates the area for such designation, including by
submitting a strategic plan designed to address air quality
challenges, achieve attainment of air quality standards, and
improve the health of the population in the area.

Request:

1. New Incentive Funding — Significant new funding is
necessary to procure the necessary emission reductions.
The District is seeking $200 million per year for a period of
ten years to accelerate the introduction of new cleaner
technologies.

2. Tax Incentives Plant/Fleet Modernization — In order to
attain the federal standards for ozone and PM2.5, the
District, ARB, and EPA have identified opportunities for
emissions reductions from existing and new regulations. The
regulations identified to date are not sufficient to bring the
Valley into attainment in a timely manner. In order to attain
the standard it will be necessary to go beyond regulation
and replace existing industrial and mobile source equipment
with cleaner equipment prior fo the end of its usefui life.

biimenez@co.fresno.ca.us
(Jeannie Figueroa 559-600-1225)




Topic

Request ‘

onomic Developmen

~ Léad Agency

ContactPerson

Economic
Development and
Redevelopment
Support

Legislation is suggested whereby the federal Economic
Development Administration would oversee a program that
would provide federal funding (non-matching grants) directly
to communities classified under the federal definition as
“disadvantaged” or “severely disadvantaged” specifically for
redevelopment or economic development efforts. These
efforts include, but are not limited to, direct federal subsidy
that would reimburse the municipality for granting property
tax abatements, sales tax rebates, development fee
abatements, or similar financial incentives to encourage
redevelopment of blighted areas or new commercial, sales
tax generating economic development projects. To ensure
that each qualifying municipality spends program dollars in
an appropriate manner, each municipality would adopt by
ordinance an Economic Incentive Zone Plan (E|Z) that
identifies a “zone” within the community that is specifically
targeted for redevelopment or new, tax-generating economic
development projects where federal dollars are permitted to
be used to fund qualifying incentives.

Request: Support for Federal legislation and programs to
provide financial assistance directly to communities
designated as “disadvantaged” (defined below) for the
purpose of economic development and/or redevelopment of
blighted areas.

City of Mendota

‘Vince DiMaggio, City Manager, City of
Mendota, (559) 655-3291,
vincedimaggio@cityofmendota.com

Support
Continued &
Increased
Funding of the
Community
Development
Block Grant

Support increased funding of the Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) Program. CDBG funds are used
effectively and discretionally by local government to address
the unmet needs of low- and moderate income families and
their neighborhoods, and have significant positive impacts
on local economies.

The FY 2015 funding for CDBG as set by Congress and
signed by the President in December, 2014, was $3 billion,

Fresno County

Bernard Jimenez, Deputy Director,
Fresno County Department of Public
Works and Planning, (559) 600-4234
biimenez@co.fresno.ca.us

(Jeannie Figueroa 559-600-1225)




Job Training
Program

a total of $30 million below the FY 2014 level. This decrease
was minimized due to the hard work by NACCED, NACo
and other members of the Community Development
Coalition (supporter groups).

Request: Increased funding for CDBG in FY2016

Funding for Career Technical Training that has a direct link
with the specific skills needs of businesses operating within
the San Joaquin Valley will have a positive impact on
retaining and growing the industrial and manufacturing base
in the Valley. Referencing responses from the Deloitte
publication, “Seventy-four percent of respondents indicated
that workforce shortages or skills deficiencies in skilled
production roles are having significant impact on their ability
to expand operations or improve productivity”, citing these
types of jobs require training in the various fields of
machinist, operators, technicians, craft workers, and the like.

Filling these “vacant” jobs reduces unemployment,
increases personal spending power, and provides the skilled
workforce necessary for business growth and development
- all of which creates an economic develop benefit and
strengthens the overall economy.

Request: Funds for developing Career Technical
Educational Training Programs in FY 2015-16 for specific
skill certifications, granis or other funding mechanisms for
aliocating funds and/or cost-sharing programs to area
businesses who provide internships for those participating in
the vocational program(s).

orkforce Developme

City of Sanger

Brian Haddix, City Manager, City of
Sanger, 559-876-6300,
bhaddix@ci.sanger.ca.us

Tony Pacheco, Councilmember District
3, City of Sanger, (559) 876-6300, ext.

1500, tpacheco@ci.sanger.ca.us

US DOT to
Establish
Consistent
Policies for
Targeted Hiring
Program &
Workforce
Development

-| developed and implemented by all administration

Currently, the U.S. Department of Transportation and its
various administrative depariments lack a uniform policy for
either targeted hiring initiatives or funding for related job
training

Request:
1. A uniform policy pertaining to focused hiring programs is

Workforce
Investment Board

Matt Leedy
559-375-5665
mieedy@workforce-connection.com




Funds

departments within the U.S. DOT.

2. Ali administration departments within the U.S. DOT
should identify workforce training funds that can be used by
schools screened by Workforce Investment Act-recognized
workforce boards and those used by union apprentice
programs.

- Topic
Future Funding
through the US
Dept. of Justice,
Bureau of Justice
Assistance for the
State Criminal
Alien Assistance
Program
(SCAAP)

Request

Lead Agency

Contact Person

Request: Continuation of funding to the local jail to partially
offset the cost of incarcerating criminal aliens arrested by
any of the Local, State and Federal law enforcement
agencies within Fresno County.

Advocate for a long-term authorization and increased
funding for the State Criminal Alien Assistance Program
(SCAAP) to assist Fresno County with costs incurred for
incarcerating undocumented criminal aliens.

Fresno County
(Sherrifs Dept.)

Steve Wilkins, Undersheriff, Sheriff’é
Office, 559-600-8800,
Steve Wilkins@fresnosheriff.org

k Topic':‘

“Request =

Lead Agency

Confact Person

Continuation of
Payments in Lieu
of Taxes Program

(PILT)

The County of Fresno strongly supports funding of th
Payment-in-Lieu-of-Taxes (PILT) program. PILT provides .
payments to counties to help offset losses in property tax
revenues due to the presence of tax-exempt federal land
within county boundaries. In fiscal year 2014, Fresno County
received $2,735,384 for 1,525,262 acres in tax-exempt
federal lands and is slated to receive the same amount in

Fresno County

Vicki Crow, Fresno County Auditor-
Controller/Treasurer-Tax Collector
559-600-3496, VCrow@co.fresno.ca.us

Paul Dictos, Fresno County Assessor-
Recorder, 559-600-6879,
pdictos@co.fresno.ca.us




fiscal year 2015. These funds are critical to Fresno County
in provided needed services on these federal lands,
including, but not limited to search and rescue operations,
law enforcement, sanitation and road maintenance.

Request: Ensure that PILT is fully funded. Continuation of
the Payment-in-Lieu-of-Taxes program is important to
Fresno County as it makes up for diminished tax revenues
stemming from Federal ownership of land within the
County’s boundaries. Loss of funding will impact essential
County services, such as search and rescue operations, law
enforcement, sanitation, and road maintenance.

Kathleen Donawa, Fresno County
Assistant County Administrative Officer,
(559) 600-1223,
kdonawa@co.fresno.ca.us




