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FRESNO LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION (LAFCO) 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 

 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 10 

 
DATE: May 7, 2008 
 
TO:  Fresno Local Agency Formation Commission 
 
FROM: Rick Ballantyne, Executive Officer 
  Darrel Schmidt, Deputy Executive Officer 
 
SUBJECT: Consider Approval - City of Parlier “City of Parlier Reorganization No. 06-

02”.  A proposed reorganization to annex 81.97 acres to the City of Parlier and 
detach from the Fresno County Fire Protection District, the Kings River 
Conservation District and the Consolidated Irrigation District for territory located 
between the Madsen Avenue Alignment and Avila Street Alignment, south of E. 
South Avenue and north of E. Parlier Avenue (LAFCo File No. RO-08-5). 

 
Applicant:  Bruce O’Neal, Contract Planner, City of Parlier 

 
Land Owners/Parties of Real Interest: AMG Associates, Lennar Fresno Inc., 
Richard M., Penny K. & Helen Nicholas, William J & Janie A Chiasson, Affordable 
Housing Land Consultants, LLC (C. Johnson & Alexis Gerorgian), Nachhatar 
Gurdial & Jagtar Dhaliwal 
 

Recommendation: 
 
Staff recommends that this application be continued to allow proponents time to provide 
information as requested by the Environmental Health Division of the Fresno County Health 
Department in order to address public health concerns.  Staff also recommends that this 
proposal be re-noticed at such time as the issues discussed in this staff report are addressed.   
Background: 
 

• This proposal was presented to the Commission on April 9, 2008, and continued based 
upon certain health and safety issues raised by the Fresno County Environmental Health 
Department (Health Department) and the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control 
Board (CVRWQCB) as related to a prior landfill facility that is located adjacent and to the 
west of the subject territory.  The agencies requested that this application be continued in 
order to meet with proponents and seek a resolution to their concerns. 

 

• On April 21, 2008, a meeting was held between representatives of the City of Parlier, the 
Health Department, CVRWQCB, and LAFCo staff to address these agencies’ respective 
concerns.  At that meeting the following actions were agreed upon: 

 
o It was determined that the City would submit a Work Plan to address Health 

Department concerns related to potential methane gas migration from the adjacent 
landfill site to the affected territories.   

 
o It was determined that City of Parlier records related to arsenic testing within the 

affected territories would be supplied to the CVRWQCB and the Health Department, 
and that following review of those records it would be determined whether additional 
arsenic testing would be necessary.   

 



 2

o LAFCo staff supplied City staff with comments submitted by Caltrans related to 
potential project-related traffic impacts at the Manning/SR 99 interchange.  The City 
indicated it was previously unaware of these impacts and that it would be in contact 
with Caltrans to address the identified concerns. 

 
o It was noted by City staff that a sewer line leading to the affected territories has been 

installed within the boundaries of the parcel containing the landfill site.  The Health 
Department has since determined that, because this sewer line was installed without 
prior approval of the Health Department, the CVRWQCB, and the California 
Integrated Waste Management Board, a violation of Title 27 of the California Code of 
Regulations (CCR) 21190, post-closure land use requirements has occurred.  A 
“Notice of Violation” was issued by the Health Department on April 25, 2008. 

 
Staff Analysis: 
 
Due to the nature of the concerns identified by the Health Department, the CVRWQCB, and 
Caltrans, and the above noted violation, it could be some time before all required testing and 
other remedial work is completed.  As such, the City of Parlier has requested additional time to 
fully address the “Notice of Violation” and concerns identified by these agencies.   
 
Government Code Section 56666 authorizes the Commission to continue any hearing “from 
time to time, but not to exceed 70 days from the date specified in the original notice.”  Pursuant 
to Government Code Section 56106, however, the time provisions regarding continuances are 
directory, rather than mandatory, thereby giving the Commission the option of continuing this 
proposal beyond the 70-day time limit provided for in the statute.   
 
Due to the uncertainty of when necessary work will be completed, staff recommends that this 
proposal be continued to a date uncertain.  Staff will ensure that the future hearing on this 
proposal will be re-noticed to comply with all legal requirements. 
 
Individuals and Agencies Receiving this Report 
 
 LAFCo Commissioners and Alternates 
 Kenneth Price, LAFCo Counsel 
 Bruce O’Neal, Contract Planner, City of Parlier 
 Lou Martinez, City Manager, City of Parlier 
 Shun Patlan, Director of Community Development, City of Parlier 
 Les Peterson, Lennar Fresno Inc. 
 AMG Associates, LLC 
 Bernard Jimenez, Planning Manager, Development Services Department 
 Chris Motta, Public Works and Planning 
 Chief Keith Larkin, Fresno County Fire Protection District 
 David Orth, Kings River Conservation District 
 Phil Desatoff, Consolidated Irrigation District 
 Glenn Allen, County Health Department, Environmental Health Division 
 Dale Essary, California Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 California Integrated Waste Management Board 
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