














Schmidt, Darrel S.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hi Darrel,

I hope all is well.

Rene Ramirez [Rene.Ramirez@fresno.gov]
Tuesday, February 10, 2009 2:45 PM
Schmidt, Darrel S.
RE: Aquarius Aquarium Project Site

In answer to your question - the Department requires a looped system for water quality purposes and we also like to see
two (2) distinct and separate points of connection - this is really important for fire protection, water flow rates, and
maintenance requirements with minimai customer impact.

If you have any more questions, feel free to send my way and we'll get you an answer as qUickly as we can.

Best Regards,

Rene

From: Schmidt, Darrel S. [mailto:DSchmldt@co.fresno.ca.us]
Sent: Tuesday, February 10, 2009 2:00 PM
To: Rene Ramirez
Subject: AquariUS Aquarium Project Site

Rene,

We have received a new application to revise the City of Fresno's sphere of influence to include the Aquarius Aquarium
site, and to extend water and sewer from the City to the site. Attached is the water and sewer map provided by the
Aquarium. We are told that the City requires that the water system be looped. I am not certain if that is a fire or bUilding
code requirement, or if it is a requirement of the Public Utilities Department. It mayor may not be an issue, but I want to
make sure I have everything factually correct.

Can you tell me if it is a requirement of Public Utilities that this be a looped system?
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Darrel Schmidt, Deputy Executive Officer
Fresno Local Agency Formation Commission
2115 Kern Street, Suite 310
Fresno, CA 93721
phone: (559) 495-0604
fax: (559) 495-0655

Fresno LAFCo is Dn the Web.
GD tD www.fresnDIDfcD.Drg!DrDgendas,staffreparts, maps,/Drms, and much mare.
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ASSESSOR'S BOUNDARY REPORT Date
Proposal No.

"SPHERE OF INFLUENCE REVISION - CITY OF FRESNO"
Report

1. Proposal:
Annexation to the City of Fresno and Detachment from the Fresno County Sheriffs Office.

02/17/09
RSOI-152

Cities and Districts included wholly or partially within proposal area:
a. County of Fresno
b. Fresno County Library
c. County Service Area 35
d. North Central Fire
e. North Central Zone 1
f. Kings River Conservation
g. Fresno Mosq Abtm
h. Central Unified
I. State Center Community College
j. County School Service
k. W Fresno Red Scale
I. Fresno Irrigation District

2.

3.

4.

Acreage:

Location Description:

89.00 +1-

slo Hwy. 99 and nlo W. Herndon Ave. between N. Garfield Ave.and the San
Joaquin River.

5. Agricultural Preserves and Land Conservation Contracts within proposal area: None

Agricultural Preserves and Land Conservation Contracts within adjoining territory: None

6.

Page 1

Comments of legal description and map received
on:
Correction Needed?
Indefinite & uncertain boundaries?
Conflicts with lines of assessment?
Divides ownership?
Additlonallerritory recommended?
Deletion of territory recommended?
Proposal will Island?
create:

Corridor?
Non-contiguous boundary?

Is map insufficient for filing?

02/12/2009

Comments a,b,c,d
No
No
No
No
No
No

No
No
Comments a,b,c,d



ASSESSOR'S BOUNDARY REPORT Date 02/17/09
Proposal No. RSOI·152

"SPHERE OF INFLUENCE REVISION - CITY OF FRESNO"
7. Comments:

a. If the legal description or map is revised for any reason, the date revised must be shown on the
same.

b. Requirements for map and iegal can be viewed at the following website;
http://www.boe.ca.gov/proptaxes/sprdcont.htm.

c. The proposal for this "Sphere of Influence Revision" was not accompanied by a Legal Description
complete with distances and courses. This shouldn't present a problem since the SBE is not
involved in the approval process.

d. Note: The west boundary line of the proposal area was assumed to be The San Joaquin River.

Dave King, Supervisin Cadastral Technician

Page 2



YOUR MOST VALUABLE RESOURCE - WATER

February 24, 2009

Mr. Rick Ballantyne
Fresno Local Agency Formation Commission
2115 Kern Street, Suite 310
Fresno, CA 93721

OFFICE OF

TELEPHONE (559) 233-7161
FAX (559) 233-8227

2907 S. MAPLE AVENUE
FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93725-221 B

RE: "Extension of Municipal Services" (Aquarius Aquarium Institute), OS-09-l, "Sphere of
Influence Revision" (City of Fresno), RSOI-152

Dear Mr. Ballantyne:

The Fresno Irrigation District., D<,ID) has reviewed the "Extension of Municipal Services"
(Aquarius Aquarium Institute), OS-09-1, "Sphere ofInfluence Revision" (City of Fresno), RSOI­
152 located in western Fresno County and offers the following comments:

1. FID does not own, operate, or maintain any facilities located on the applicant's property.
2. For infonnational purposes FID's Epstein No. 48 Canal is located along the south side of

Herndon Avenue and west side of Parkway Drive as shown on the attached exhibit map.
Should any street or intersection improvements be necessary for Herndon Avenue and/or
Parkway Drive, FID will require its review and approval of all maps & plans which may
impact FID facilities.

Thank you for submitting tIus for our review. If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact James Shields at 233-7161 extension 319 or jshields@,fresnoirrigation.com.

~
jlJlt-William R. Stretch, P.E.

Chief Engineer

c: Thomas Lang, Aquarius Aquarium Institute

G:lAgcncics\LAFCO\Sphere Of InOuence\RSOI-152.doc
BOARD OF Presldenl JEFFREY G. BOSWELL, Vice-Presldenl JEFF NEELY

DIRECTORS STEVE BALLS, RYAN JACOBSEN, GEORGE PORTER, General Manager GARY R. SERRATO
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County of Fresno
Department ofPublic Health

Edward L. Moreno, M.D., M.P.H., Director-Health Officer

February 23, 2009

Mr. Rick Ballantyne
Local Agency Formation Commission
2115 Kern St., Suite 310
Fresno, CA 93721

Dear Mr. Ballantyne:

999999999
LU0015134
PE2620

PROJECT NO:
SUBJECT:

OS-09-1 & RSOI-152
Extension of Municipal Services and Sphere of Influence Revision
for the Aquarius Aquarium Institute

1. Adequacy and availability of existing and proposed community water and sewer
systems:

2. Need for services other than those proposed:

3. Effect of project on air or water quality:

4. Related County plans or projects:

5. Other comments:

• Drinking water which meets state quality standards for public water systems
is a precious commodity which must be protected. Existing standards for
water well construction and destruction are designed to protect groundwater
quality, thereby protecting the public health. The expense associated with
proper destruction of a well is infinitesimally small in comparison to the
expense of cleaning up contaminated groundwater.

The Fresno County Department of Public Health is concerned that
abandoned water wells are not being properly destroyed, particularly with
respect to new development projects. As city boundaries expand, community
services are provided to areas originally served only by individual domestic
and agricultural wells. Improper abandonment of such wells presents a
reason, when development occurs, it is extremely important to ensure the
safe and proper destruction of all abandoned water wells.

1221 Fulton Mall 1P.O. Box 118671 Fresno, California 937751 (559) 445-33571 FAX (559) 445-3379
EqUlll Employmenl Opportunity' Aflinnntivc Action· Disllblcd Employer



Rick Ballantyne
OS-09-1 & RSOI-152
February 23, 2009
Page 2 of 2

Prior to destruction of any existing agricultural wells, a sample of the upper
most fluid in the well column should be sampled for lubricating oil. The
presence of oil staining around the well may indicate the use of lubricating oil
to maintain the well pump. Should lubricating oil be found in the well, the oil
should be removed from the well prior to placement of fill material for
destruction. The "oily water" removed from the well must be handled in
accordance with federal, state and local government requirements.
Transportation of these materials on public roadways may require special
permits and licensure.

The Department of Public Health is available to provide consultation in
cooperation with the City of Fresno in order to encourage the proper
destruction of wells and safeguard our water quality. City staff may contact
Ed Yamamoto, Water Surveillance Program, at (559) 445-3357 for more
information.

• This Department recommends that any existing rural residential parcel(s) be
required to connect to the City of Fresno community sewer system in the
event of a failure of the existing sewage system(s), and that no building
permits be issued for repair of such a system whether or not the mandatory
three (3) year connection requirement has expired.

If I can be of more assistance, please contact me at (559) 445-3357.

Sincerely,
" Dlglmlly llgned by tilen" Allen

GI AII .DN;cn"tilerUlAllen, ll"Envllllnmenlalenn e1il"'~eaItItOI~llkln.QU"PUbliCHealth.
, ,_"emallzglal1en~coJreJ!lll.[il,us.c"US

, Dale:2!109.DU31l:34:01·00'llO'

R.E.H.S., M.S.
Environmental Health Specialist III
Environmental Health Division

ga

cc Ed Yamamoto, Environmental Health Division

08-09-1 & R801-152 Aquarius Aquarium Inslllule



DATE:

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

INTER OFFICE MEMO

County Free Librouy

FAX - 559 495-0655

March 2, 2009

Rick Ballantyne, Executive Officer

Karen Bosch Cobb,~ty Librarian & Secretary
Historic Landmarks and Records Advisory Commission

Extension of Municipal Services (Aquarius Aquarium Institute), 05-09-1
Sphere of Influence Revision (City of Fresno). RSOI·152

As we have commented earlier, the proposed use of this property, and the associated proposed
extensions of City of Fresno services/sphere of influence, do not disrupt any known historic sites or
districts.

2420 Mariposa Slreetl Fresno, California 937211 (559) 488-31851 Fax (559) 488-1971

TOTRL P.01



INTER OFFICE MEMO

County F,a: Library

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

FAX - 559 495-0655

February 23, 2009

Rick Ballantyne, ~e Officer

Karen Bosch Cobb,'Co~nty Librarian

Extension of Municipal Services (Aquarius Aquarium Institute), 05·09-1
Sphere of Influence Revision (City of Fresno), RSOI·152

The action proposed currently has no impact on library services.

2420 Mariposa Street! Fresno. California 937211 (559) 488-31851 Fax (559) 488-1971

TOTAL P.01



11581 P.00I1002

Dear Mr. Ballantyne:

JIm Gam.:1in
Treasurer

Mmgare! Thorburn
5roetuiY

Co,e Hallowell
Chairman of the Boold

Anna Wnenbilrger
ViCE President

George folsom
Pte,jd"t

BD.'RD OF
DlREClORS:

Candy Bcmes
Sheri Bahigian
Ball Bohn
Valencia Burch
Jar.e C,mpbell
Bryiln Col:Criln
Christopher Maristctti
Jim Mil/shall
Jim Meye~

GeOtBiil Mu~th
calOlyn Nol,n
Julia O'Kane
Thomas Richardson
C~telic S',eeler
Keyin Slalhcli
Jennifer Wil1i2mson

Daye lCc;ehler
Executive D;rectrJr

Dowling, MIen & !<eelel
Christopher A Bro'.n
General Counsel

02123/2009 15:54559 248 8474

I am writing with comments on the. City ofFresno's Sphere of Influence
Revision and Extension ofMunicipal Services to Aquarius Aquarium.

SUBJECT: Extension of Municipal Services (Aquarius Aquarium Institute),
OS-09-1
Sphere of Influence Revision (City ofFresno) RSOI-152

The San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust (Trust) is a non:profit
organization supported by over 2500 households in the San Joaquin Valley. Our
mission is to preserve and restore San Joaquin River lands of ecological, scenic
.or historic significance; to educate the public on the need for stewardship; to
research issues affecting the river; and to promote educational, recreational and
agricultural uses of the river bottom consistent with protection ofthe river's
resources. Our comments are focused on creating and protecting the San
Joaquin River Parkway.

Mr. Rick Ballantyne
Fresno Local Agency Formation Commission
2115 Kern Street, Suite 310
Fresno, CA 93721
By FAX: 559-495-0655

February 23, 2009

San Joaqufn R1VeI

Parkway and
Conservation Trust. Inc.

From:SAN JOAQUIN RIVER PKWV

HONORARf OIRECTOR

The Trust was incorporated in 1988 - four years prior to the creation of the San
Joaquin River Conservancy (Conservancy). From the beginning, the leaders of
the Parkway movement focused on protecting land adjacent to the river from
Friant Dam to Skaggs Bridge Park at Highway 145. In fact, Friant Dam to
Highway 145 was the area ofinterest described in the Trust's original Bylaws.

During the Parkway Plan hearings (which culminated in the creation ofthe San
Joaquin River Conservancy), then-Supervisor Darren Koligian strongly
advocated for the Conservancy's boundary to be drawn at Highway 99. His
reasoning at the time was that the land west of 99 was going to remain in
agricultural use, and therefore conservation could be best achieved through the
County's agricultural land use policies rather than inclusion in the State
Conservancy's jurisdiction.

Donn Furman

OIRECTORS EMERITI:

Jim Cojta
Clary Qe,ger
Duane Fl.Jll'ran
Rebecca Gomes
Karen Humphrey
Ed Kash'an
Richard leh",an
Mich,. Paoli
Joseph Penbera
·Ron Rempel

., Gene Rose ,
.' Mary S,vala. ; .'.
···.P..lph W'"£Ihou;e .. '
.'-"
• J.~ MEMORIAM: ......
-""

CREATING AND PROlEOING THE SAN JOAQUIN RIVER PARKWAY

l'S05 old Friant Road· flesno j Cslifomia 93730·9701 ·559-2'16-6460· Fax 555-246-6474 • W'A.w.riverparkwcy.org

.·,~2,~.!'q{a~· ':;: ..... '. :
" lewi:; S. Eaton'. ,;".
; :Garlana Jehnsan ... ,;. :'"
'Tom M,ctAi&.aOJ. Sr: ',',
:';(Eo~ard, M~yei5;; -:.<:::.
:' JtihnWisilef::'.::', ,.. '
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From:SAN JOAQUIN RIVER PKWV 559 248 8474 02123/2009 15:54 11581 P.0021002

Regardless ofthe good intentions of the project applicant, the construction of an
aquarium in a rura1 residential area has growth-inducing impacts, and will most
likely increase development pressure on adjacent lands. Rather than reacting to
each new land use application as it is submitted and watching the County's
agricultural heritage incrementalized into oblivion, we suggest that the County
work with the San Joaquin River Conservancy to reconsider expansion of the
Parkway boundaries to include the Aquarius Aquarium site.

Thank you for your consideration ofour comments. Please contact me at (559)
248-8480 extension lOS if you have any questions or need additional
information.

:t.
~~~aver
Deputy Direc

cc: Susan Anderson, Fresno County Board of Supervisors
MelindaMarks, San Joaquin River Conservancy



NORTH CENTRAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
Board of Directors: Ken Abrahamian' Cheryl Belluomini

Rusty Nonini • Rusty Souza' Dennis Yates

Fire Chief: Randy R. Bruegman

15850 W. Kearney Boulevard
Kerman, California 93630-9335

(559) 621-4199 • FAX (559) 498-1070
www.fresno.gov
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MR RICK BALLANTYNE 6'c- r(,'U

EXECUTIVE OFFICER &Cli:'9ZS1.'IJ
FRESNO LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION
2115 KERN STREET SUITE 310
FRESNO CA 93721

Dear Mr. Ballantyne:

This department has been contacted by Tom Lang, of the Aquarius Aquarium Institute, with a request for a
letter of suppport in regard to a LAFCO sphere of influence boundary change which would allow the City of
Fresno the ability to provide pUblic water and sewer service to the aquarium site located outside the present
city sphere of influence boundary.

The Fresno Fire Department is contracted with the North Central Fire Protection District to provide the full
range of fire service to this unicorporated area situated west of Highway 99. This department strongly
endorses the use of a looped public water main system to supply fire service to this property. The details on
the exact routing of the public water mains must be discussed with the City of Fresno Water Division to ensure
water mains will serve the public interest and prOVide a reliable water supply for the aquarium's domestic and
fire service use.

Without a second point of connection, a public water main extending in Parkway north from the present
location of the public main to the proposed entrance aquarium at W. Herndon would be over 2,500 feet in
length as a dead-end. From that point, it is another 2,000 feet to the actual aquarium site. From the fire
department's perspective, long dead ends are discouraged due to the increased risk of a line breakage from
construction activity, farming operations, or other unforeseen circumstances. Should an incident occur during
the down time, on-site fire protection would be completely lost for an extended period of time placing high
value property at risk of a large fire loss and placing fire fighters at extreme risk. Providing a looped pUblic
water main infrastructure would ensure a possible line breakage could be isolated by shutting the necessary
street valves and maintaining the fire protection water supply through the other leg of the loop. An additional
benefit to property owners and the North Central Fire Protection District would be the ability to provide fire
hydrant protection to numerous large estate-like houses along W. Menlo Avenue which currently lack fire
fighitng water supply.

e feel free to contact me.If you have any questions/R

~relY'J :=:~:.:.::::Jt:::::::;>!,.
C~, Deputy Chief

KLD:BB:amg 'To protect and put service above ali eise."



  
 CITY OF FRESNO 
 SERVICES AND IMPROVEMENT PLAN 
 Aquarius Aquarium Institute Sphere of Influence Amendment 
 January 2009 
 
A. INTRODUCTION 
 

A plan for providing services and improvements to land being annexed to cities is required by the 
Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO). 

 
1. It provides assurance to LAFCO that newly annexed territory to a city will be properly 

served as urban territory. 
2. It provides a basis for determining the impact of an annexation when a determination is 

made pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
3. It provides information to property owners, districts and interested individuals who may 

have other plans or proposals underway in the immediate vicinity of a proposed 
annexation, reorganization or boundary change.  A service plan indicates the City of 
Fresno’s intentions for providing service for a particular project.  

 
B. SERVICES EXISTING OR PROPOSED TO BE EXTENDED TO THE AQUARIUS AQUARIUM 

INSTITUTE SPHERE OF INLUENCE AREA: 
 

1. COMMUNITY WATER SERVICE: 
• The subject territory will be provided service by the City of Fresno.  The developer 

will be required to install a 14” “looped” water line extended northward to the site 
from N. Parkway Drive and Menlo Avenue. 

 
2. SANITARY SEWERS: 

• The subject territory will be provided service by City of Fresno.  The developer will 
be required to install an 8” sewer line extended northward to the site in N. Parkway 
Drive. 

 
3. SOLID WASTE COLLECTION: 

The subject territory is currently provided private solid waste services.  Upon annexation, 
services shall be provided by the City of Fresno Solid Waste Division within 5 years of 
annexation. 

 
4. POLICE AND FIRE PROTECTION: 

The subject property is currently provided service by the Fresno County Sheriff’s 
Department and the California Highway Patrol.  Upon annexation, services shall be 
provided by the City of Fresno Police Department.  The City of Fresno Police Department 
presently provides service to the surrounding development. 

 
The subject property is presently receiving fire protection services from the City of Fresno 
in conjunction with the North Central Fire District.  The nearest station, Station 18 at 
Grantland and Bullard Avenues is about 1.27 miles from the territory. 

 
5. STREET LIGHTING: 

The Pacific, Gas and Electric Company provide service to the area.  The developer will be 
required to provide appropriate lighting to territory.  Upon annexation the street lighting 
shall be maintained by the City of Fresno. 

 



6. PARKS AND RECREATION: 
The City of Fresno’s 2025 General Plan constitutes an update of the City’s Master Parks 
Plan.  The provision of neighborhood and community parks is guided and ensured by a 
specific planning and funding process directed toward meeting community needs for parks 
and related recreational programs.  No new parks are proposed.  

 
7. TRANSIT SERVICES: 

The subject property is serviced by Fresno Area Express upon annexation.  Buses run 
weekdays, between 5:20 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. and on weekends between 6:30 a.m. and 
7:00 p.m.  Service operates at half-hour intervals on weekdays; weekend service is less 
frequent.  The transit service serves the general public.  For commuting outside of the 
Fresno Area, Greyhound and Amtrak services are available. 

 
8. AMBULANCE SERVICE: 

The nearest hospital to the area is Kaiser Permanente Hospital located on the northeast 
corner of N. Fresno Street and E. Alluvial Avenue (8.7 miles).  American Ambulance has 
ambulance service for emergency purposes.   
 

9. STORM DRAINAGE: 
The proposed site will need to provide on-site drainage service until such times as a 
drainage study is completed to determine whether a new drainage district is needed or 
whether the adjacent district (Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District) can be expanded 
to include the new territory.  

 
10. EXTENSION OF CITY SERVICES: 

City services such as police, fire and solid waste are planned to be extended to the 
area upon annexation.  Fire hydrants for use by the North Central Fire Protection 
District will be installed in conjunction with City water lines. 

 
11. UPGRADING OF PUBLIC FACILITIES AND IMPROVEMENTS: 

The primary reason for the inclusion of the Aquarium property and surrounding parcels in 
the City’s SOI is that the County has required the project to be served by City water and 
sewer services in its Unclassified Conditional Use Permit #3073 dated November 17, 2005. 
The necessary looped water system to the Aquarium for fire sprinkler protection including 
required fire hydrants every 450 feet and the sanitary sewer line constitute an upgrade to 
the existing rural private wells and septic systems within the subject area. 

 
12. SCHOOLS: 

The subject territory is within the enrollment area of the Central Unified School District.  
Currently students within this reorganization would attend Herndon-Barstow Elementary 
School, Rio Vista Middle School, and Central East High School.  Since the proposed 
development of the Aquarium property is not residential, the impact on the school district 
will be negligible.  

 
13. OTHER SERVICES: 

Animal control services will be provided by the City of Fresno. 
 
 
C. FINANCING OF SERVICES AND FACILITIES: 
 

1. Property tax 
2. Fees: The following development impact fees are required of any new development: parks, 

fire, police, water, sewer, street improvements, traffic signalization, and storm drainage.  
City permit and license fees are also collected. 

3. Sales tax 



4. State funds, i.e., gas tax, motor vehicle in lieu tax, are utilized by the City for street work 
and supporting the transit system. 

5. Federal funds, i.e., Community Development Block Grant Funds. 
6. Bonds and/or assessment districts as needed. 

 
D. COMPLIANCE WITH THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) 

A Finding of Conformity to Master Environmental Impact Report No. 10130 has been prepared for 
this project in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act.  The findings were noticed 
as required by CEQA and were circulated to affected agencies. 



Aquarius Aquarium Institute
looped water system plan
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