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CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 6-B 
 
DATE: July 14, 2010 
 
TO:  Fresno Local Agency Formation Commission 
 
FROM: Jeff Witte, Executive Officer 
 
SUBJECT: Consider Approval:  Approve and Authorize Chairman to Executive 

an Engagement Agreement for provision of Special Legal Counsel 
Services with the Law Firm of Kahn, Soares and Conway (Michael 
Noland) 

    
Recommendation: 
 
 Approve and authorize the Chairman to execute an Engagement Agreement for the 
provision of Special Legal Counsel Services with the Law Firm of Kahn, Soares and 
Conway (Michael Noland). 
 
Discussion: 
 
As the Commission is aware, LAFCo contracts with the law firm of Baker, Manock & 
Jensen for legal services (Ken Price).  On occasion, Ken Price has a conflict and is 
unable to advise the Commission on LAFCo related issues and at Commission 
meetings.  In view of this, there are times which may require the Commission to obtain 
special legal services for which staff is proposing the Commission to authorize the 
Chairman to execute an Engagement Agreement for special legal counsel with the Law 
Firm of Kahn, Soares and Conway.  
 
The Commission first entered into an agreement in 2000, with Kahn, Soares and 
Conway for special legal counsel, covering very specific purposes. The agreement was 
amended several times but not so recently.  This Engagement Agreement would 
generalize the services covered and approve the increase in cost for services,   
 
Reason for Recommendation: 
 
The Commission has the continued need for such specialized, independent counsel 
which is knowledgeable in the area of law pertaining to local agency formation 
commissions, including, but not limited to, the Cortese-Knox Local Government 
Reorganization Act of 1985, and the Cortese-Knox Hertzberg Local Government 
Reorganization Act of 2000 and the California Environmental Quality Act. 
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