FRESNO LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION (LAFCO)
EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT

DATE:
To:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7
August 11, 2010
Fresno Local Agency Formation Commission
Jeff Witte, Executive Officer

Consider Approval: City of Coalinga “Wastewater Treatment Facility

Relocation”. A proposed non-contiguous reorganization consisting of the
annexation of 477 acres to the City of Coalinga and detachment from the Fresno
County Fire Protection District, the Pleasant Valley Water District, and the
Westside Resource Conservation District for territory located at the intersection of
Jayne Avenue and Alpine Avenue (Highway 33) (LAFCo File No. RO-10-2).
(Continued from July 14, 2010)

Applicant: Bill Skinner, City Manager, City of Coalinga

Land Owners/Parties of Real Interest: City of Coalinga

Recommendation: Approve with Conditions

Approve this reorganization subject to the following findings and conditions:

A.

Acting as Responsible Agency pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Guidelines, make the following findings 1-3:

1.

Find that the Commission complied with the requirements of the CEQA Section
15096 et seq. by independently reviewing and considering the environmental
effects of the project as presented in the FEIR for the “City Coalinga 2025 General
Plan Update” (SCA #2005021140) prepared by the Lead Agency, the City of
Coalinga, prior to reaching a decision on the Project (CD containing EIR previously
mailed on May 17, 2010).

Find that by using independent judgment and in light of the entire public record,
the Commission did not identify any feasible alternative or mitigation measures
within its power that would substantially lessen or avoid any significant effect the
project would have on the environment (CEQA Section 15096(g)(1)).

Find that prior to reaching a decision on the project the Commission made the
required findings pursuant to the CEQA Sections 15091, 15093 and 15096(h)
which are attached to this report as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein by this
Reference.

Assign the reorganization the distinctive short form designation “Wastewater Treatment
Facility Relocation” (annexation and detachments) subject to the following conditions of
approval:

1.

Ownership of land permitting, the annexation shall include the full existing right-of-
way width of adjacent roadways.



2. Prior to recordation, the City of Coalinga shall provide evidence to the Executive
Officer that a “stand-alone” tax sharing agreement has been entered into between
the City of Coalinga and the Fresno County Fire Protection District that covers the
area being detached and subject to the property’s use for municipal services.

C. Find and determine pursuant to the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government
Reorganization Act of 2000 that:

1. The territory is uninhabited.
2. All landowners and affected agencies have consented to the annexation.

D. Waive further Conducting Authority Proceedings and order the annexation and
detachments subject to the requirements of the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local
Government Reorganization Act of 2000, the 30-day reconsideration period, and
compliance with all of the above conditions.

Summary:

This application for reorganization consists of 447 acres that is entirely owned by the City of
Coalinga. The City intends to build a new wastewater treatment facility on the property. The
relevant issues (CEQA, Williamson Act, Pre-Zoning, etc.) have been addressed and resolved
except for the opposition from the Fresno County Fire Protection District for the detachment of
the property from their district. It is important to note that the District is not opposed to the
annexation; they are only opposed to the detachment which is addressed below. If it were not
for this issue this reorganization would be on the Consent Agenda and not a Public Hearing
item.

This reorganization was originally scheduled to be heard at the July 14™ LAFCo Hearing but
was continued to the August 11" hearing to allow the City of Coalinga and Fresno County Fire
Protection District to compete negotiations for a “stand Alone” tax sharing agreement for the
proposed reorganization, LAFCo staff has been informed by the City and District have both
signed a tax sharing agreement.

Background:

= Although the subject territory is uninhabited and the City of Coalinga is the sole owner of
land proposed to be annexed, this reorganization proposal had been placed on the Public
Hearing portion of the agenda because the Fresno County Fire Protection District opposed
the detachment from their district.

= The City of Coalinga initiated this Proposal on October 15, 2009, with the adoption of
Resolution No. 3349. A Certificate of Filing has been issued by the LAFCo Executive
Officer.

=  County AE-20 (Exclusive Agriculture, 20-acre minimum parcel size) to City P-F (Public
Facilities and O (open Space-Conservation) to allow for the development of a wastewater
treatment plant for the City.



= The City of Parlier and Fresno County Fire Protection District have entered into a tax-sharing
agreement,

Proposal / Land Use:

= The Proposal consists of the annexation of 477 acres to the City of Coalinga and
detachment from the Fresno County Fire Protection District, Pleasant Valley Water District,
and Westside Resource Conservation District.

= The affected territory is comprised of three city-owned parcels which are located
approximately 2.5 miles east of the City and are currently planted in grains and cotton.
Jacalitos Creek crosses the northwest corner of the property. The treatment plant and
storage ponds would be located on the 90 acres south of the Jacalitos Creek on the western
side of the property.

= Surrounding land uses are primarily agriculture, most of which is under Williamson Act
contracts.

Environmental Determination:

The City of Coalinga prepared FEIR for the “City of Coalinga 2025 General Plan Update" project
(SCH# 2005021140) planned for the affected territory. The FEIR includes LAFCo actions
related to the proposed reorganization, which is a part of the overall Project. The Coalinga City
Council certified the FEIR on June 1, 2006 and filed a Notice of Determination.

The City submitted an application to LAFCo requesting consideration and approval of the
reorganization under consideration that includes annexation of the “project site”. As part of its
application materials, the City provided the Commission with copies of the environmental
documents that included the DEIR and FEIR, Resolution 3142 certifying the FEIR, and a
Mitigation Monitoring Program. These documents were forwarded earlier for the Commission’s
review and consideration.

Under Public Resources Code Sec. 21167.3, as a Responsible Agency pursuant to California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, the Commission is required to independently
review and consider the environmental effects of the project as presented in the FEIR for the
“City of Coalinga 2025 General Plan Update” project prepared for the City of Coalinga, prior to
reaching a decision on the project (California Environmental Quality Act [CEQA] Section 15096
et seq.).

After such review the Commission is required to determine if there are any feasible alternative
or mitigation measure(s) within the Commission’s power that would substantially lessen or avoid
any significant effect the Project would have on the environment identified in the FEIR. Prior to
reaching a decision on the Project the Commission is also required to make findings pursuant to
the California Environmental Quality Act Sections 15091, 15093, 15096(g)(1) and 15096(h).

Based on a review of the environmental documents, the Executive Officer’s report, oral and
written public testimony and the entire public record, and using independent judgment, the
Commission needs to determine if the environmental documents and related findings of the
Lead Agency are adequate on which to make a determination on the Proposal. If the
Commission determines that the Lead Agency’s environmental documents and related findings
are not adequate, it may require new or additional environmental studies or it may disapprove
the proposed reorganization.



Should the Commission determine that the Lead Agency’s environmental documents and
related findings are adequate, it may conditionally approve the proposed reorganization after
making all required findings. Accordingly, it is recommended that the Commission adopt the
findings in Recommended Action “A”.

Williamson Act Contract:

The affected territory is not presently under a Williamson Act Conservation Contract as was
stated in the application. It is in Land Preserve Westside No. 103 and on December 17, 2009,
the City of Coalinga adopted Resolution No. 3374 making the proper findings that the
Wastewater Treatment Plant is a consistent use with that of the preserve. The proposal was
referred to the California Department of Conservation for comment but they have not
responded.

Consistency with LAFCo Policies, Standards, and Procedures:

= The City of Coalinga and the Fresno County Fire Protection District have a transition
agreement in place to provide fire protection services to the affected territory.

= Section 210-09-01 of LAFCo Policies, Standards, and Procedures states that if the request
for annexation is by agency for annexation of its publicly-owned property, used for public
purposes the Commission can approve an annexation that is outside of the adopted SOI.

» The Proposal is consistent with the Coalinga General Plan that designates the territory for
Public Facility and Open Space uses.

= The Proposal is consistent with the Memorandum of Understanding (Master Tax Sharing
Agreement) Standards for Annexation between the City of Coalinga and the County of
Fresno (See letter from Mr. John Navarrette, Fresno County CAO, December 1, 2009 -
Correspondence and Comments).

= The Proposal furthers the County’s General Plan policies of directing growth to existing cities
where infrastructure and a full range of municipal services are available to serve urban
development.

= The Service Plan submitted for this Proposal indicates that all necessary urban services
(water, sewer, solid waste, police, fire, etc.) are available to serve the affected territory (see
Service Plan).

= Accordingly, the Proposal, with the recommended condition, is consistent with the Cortese-
Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000 (Government Code 56000 et

seq.), and LAFCo Policies, Standards, and Procedures, including, but not limited to, Sections

100 and 200.

= The Proposal, with the recommended condition, does not conflict with the goals and policies
of LAFCo. The Proposal is timely, it represents an appropriate action, and would result in
orderly land use planning, efficient development patterns and service areas, and does not
encourage urban sprawl.

= The Proposal, with the recommended conditions, would carry out LAFCo’s purposes and
responsibilities for planning and shaping the logical and orderly development and
coordination of local governmental agencies so as to advantageously provide for the present
and future needs of the County and its communities.
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APPLICATION INFORMATION

1. Affected Territory

477 acres

Undeveloped

Residences: 0

Landowners: 1/ Voters: 0

AE-20 (Exclusive Agriculture, 20-acre minimum parcel
size)

P-F (Public Facility) and O (Open Space)

Westside 103

085-020-29, 36, and 37

Acreage:

Current Land Use:

Number of Residences:
Landowners/ Registered Voters:
Previous County Zoning:

City Zoning Upon Annexation:
Ag. Preserves/Contracts:
Assessors Parcel Number:

2. Proposed Development: A wastewater treatment plant.

3. Surrounding Territory: Surrounding land uses consist of agriculture.

4, Consistency with Adopted Sphere of Influence (SOI): Section 210-09-01 of LAFCo Policies,
Standards, and Procedures states that if the request for annexation is by agency for annexation
of its publicly-owned property, used for public purposes, the Commission can approve an
annexation that is outside of the adopted SOI.

5. Consistency with City and County General and Specific Plans: The Proposal is consistent
with the City of Coalinga’s adopted long-range goals and policies. The Proposal furthers the
County’s General Plan policies of directing growth to existing cities where infrastructure and a full
range of municipal services are available to serve urban development.

6. Existing Service Agencies and Proposed Service Changes
Service Existing Service Change
Water None City of Coalinga
Sewer None City of Coalinga
Fire Protection Fresno Co. Fire Protect. Dist. City of Coalinga
Distance to Station 6 miles 5.01 miles

Please Note: A service plan for this Proposal is attached to the Executive Officer's Report.

7. Cities and Districts Included Wholly or Partially within the Affected Territory.

County of Fresno

Coalinga Hospital District

Pleasant Valley Water District

Fresno County Fire Protection District

Coalinga-Huron Joint Unified School District
County Service Area No. 35

West Hills Community College

West Fresno Red Scale Protective District

Coalinga Huron Recreation and Park District

Coalinga-Huron Mosquito Abatement District

Coalinga-Huron Unified School Library District

Coalinga-Huron Cemetery District

Westside Resource Conservation District




8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Costs and Other Changes Affecting Residents or Landowners

No costs are anticipated that will affect residents or landowners.

Agencies and Individuals Submitting Comments (see Correspondence and Comments)

John Navarette, CAO, County of Fresno

Bernard Jimenez, Manager, Fresno County Development Services Division
Keith A. Larkin, Fire Chief, Fresno County Fire Protection District

Bruce Champion, Natural Resources Conservation Service

Regional Water Quality Control Board

Glenn Allen, REHS, Fresno County Health

Patricia Poindexter, Interim County Librarian

Territory Boundaries: The boundaries of the proposed annexation are definite and certain,
and there are no conflicts with lines of assessment ownership. The map and description are not
sufficient per Dave King (Fresno County Assessor, Assessment Services Supervisor) for
recordation or filing with the State Board of Equalization. A revised map and legal description
are required per the County Assessor’s specifications.

Compliance with the Requirements of CEQA

Lead Agency: City of Coalinga - Level of Analysis: Environmental Impact Report for the
Coalinga WWTP SCH # 2005021139. (See Environmental Documents).

Finding: The Coalinga City Council certified the FEIR on June 1, 2008.

Proponent: Bill Skinner, City Manager, City of Coalinga

Public Notice of Hearing — Public notice concerning this Proposal was issued by the Executive
Officer pursuant to State law.

Individuals and Agencies Receiving this Report

= LAFCo Commissioners and Alternates

= Ken Price, LAFCo Counsel

= Bill Skinner, City Manager, City of Coalinga

= Sean Brewer, Community Development Coordinator, City of Coalinga

= Bernard Jimenez, Manager, Fresno County Development Services Division
=  Will Kettler, Public Works and Planning, County of Fresno

= Keith Larkin, Chief, Fresno County Fire Protection District

= Sarge Green, Westside Resource Conservation District

» Pleasant Valley Water District
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Exhibit “A”

STATEMENT OF FACTS OF FINDINGS
AND STATEMENT OF OVERRIDING CONSIDERATIONS

COALINGA WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT TRUNK LINE ALIGNMENT

(LAFCO AGENCY FILE NO. RO-10-2)

The City of Coalinga prepared a Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) for the “Coalinga
Wastewater Treatment Plant Trunk Line Alignment" Project (SCH# 2005021139) planned for the
affected territory. The FEIR includes LAFCo actions related the proposed Reorganization,
which is a part of the overall project. The City of Coalinga certified the FEIR on June 1, 2006.
The City has filed a Notice of Determination.

The City submitted an application to LAFCo requesting consideration and approval of a
reorganization that includes the annexation of approximately 477 acres to the City of Coalinga
and detachment from the Fresno County Fire Protection District, the Pleasant Valley Water
District, and the Westside Resource Conservation District.

The Project consists of the development of wastewater treatment plant for the city. The territory
is located at the intersection of Jayne Avenue and Alpine Avenue (Highway 33). As part of its
application materials, the proponents provided this Commission with copies of the Draft and
Final Environmental Impact Reports and related documents prepared for the project.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21167.3, as a Responsible Agency pursuant to
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, this Commission independently
reviewed and considered the environmental effects of the project (“Proposal”) as presented in
the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) for the “Coalinga Wastewater Treatment Plant
Trunk Line Alignment " Project, prepared for the Lead Agency, the City of Coalinga, prior to
reaching its decision on the project (CEQA Section 15096 et seq.).

After such review this Commission determined if there is any feasible alternative or mitigation
measure(s) within its power that would substantially lessen or avoid any significant effect the
project would have on the environment identified in the FEIR and made findings pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act Section 15096(g)(1). Prior to reaching a decision on the
projects (“Proposals”) this Commission also made findings pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act Sections 15091, 15093, and 15096(h) (see below).

Based on a review of the environmental documents, the Executive Officer’'s report, oral and
written public testimony and the entire public record, and using independent judgment, the
Commission determined that the environmental documents and related findings of the Lead
Agency is adequate on which to make a determination on the Proposal under consideration.

Findings Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

As Responsible Agency pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), this
Commission hereby makes the following findings pursuant to CEQA Guidelines to approve
these Projects (Proposals):



=  This Commission finds that it complied with the requirements of the CEQA Section 15096 et
seq. by independently reviewing and considering the environmental effects of the projects
(“Proposals”) as presented in the FEIR for the “Coalinga Wastewater Treatment Plant Trunk
Line Alignment” Project prepared for the Lead Agency, the City of Coalinga, prior to
reaching a decision on the project (Proposal).

= This Commission finds that it complied with the requirements of CEQA Section 15096(g)(1).
Using independent judgment and after considering the entire public record this Commission
did not identify any feasible alternative or mitigation measures within its power that would
substantially lessen or avoid any significant effect the project would have on the
environment.

Mitigation Monitoring Program

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21081.6 and CEQA Guidelines Section 15097, the
Lead Agency, the City of Coalinga, adopted a mitigation monitoring program to ensure that all
mitigation measures adopted for the Project are fully implemented (see attached Exhibit “B”).

Statement of Findings of Facts and Overriding Considerations

Section 21081 of the Public Resources Code and Sections 15091 and 15093 of the CEQA
Guidelines; require the Commission to make one or more written finding for each significant
environmental effect identified in the FEIRs. The possible findings are:

= Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project which
avoid or substantially lessen the significant environmental effect as identified in the final
EIR,

= Such changes or alterations are within the responsibility and jurisdiction of another public
agency, and such changes have been adopted by such other agency,

= Specific economic, legal, social, technological, or other considerations, including
provision of employment opportunities for highly trained workers, make infeasible the
mitigation measures or project alternatives identified in the Final EIR.

This Commission finds that prior to reaching a decision on this Project it considered the Findings
of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations prepared and adopted by the Lead Agency,
the City of Coalinga, and this Commission accepts and adopts as its own these Findings of Fact
and Statement of Overriding Considerations prepared and adopted by the City of Coalinga,
pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act Sections 15091, 15093 and 15096(h)
(attached as Exhibit B).

Record of Proceedings

This Commission directs that the record of these proceedings be contained in the Fresno Local
Agency Formation Commission Office located at 2115 Kern Street, Suite 310, Fresno CA
93721, and that the custodian of the record be the Executive Officer, Jeff Witte, or other person
designated by the Commission.
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| -Priorto‘issuance of -

RO 7]

Final ProgramEIR. . =~ . ... ..



VIIL Mitigation, Maniroring and Reporting Program

.Coalinga:Wastewater Treatment Plant

Mitigation Measures:—Decommissioning of Exnstmg WWTP

TABLE VIII-3

Monitoring & Repo rting'

Mitigation Measure*

|- Admlnistr__'atwe Action-

Pady Hesponsible I‘or
Verification:. . -

‘Schedule

* No mitigation measureé'rela!{ng fo the decammfssiomhg'of the exfstmg.WWTP wér.e 'Tdéﬁtfﬁéd m tha:E!ijq'r.".:_G.solbgr‘c Hazards-andZSoﬂs,_-Agrfcuﬂur'éHesources, Traffie, Land Usé. ,

Hazardous Materials | ' . _

HAZ/mm-5 . Prior to issuance of demolition permits, the City shall have-. Appllcant shall.prepare |.Prior fo issuance of | City Enginser Approval of Hazardous
a Hazardous Materials Building Survey prepared to-assess: | a'Hazardous: Matenals :demolition permits - = . . ' Materials Building -
the presence and-extent of -hazardous:materals within the | Bmldmg Survéy. S Survey
facility structures, in.accordance with federal EPA, OHSA, o L '
Cal-OSHA, and San- Joaquin Valley -APCD -regulations. Contractorsha[l -{ During demolition - Environmental Monitor' | Daily, or as required by
Demolition activities shall comply-with the requirements of comply with Suwey ' | Survey
the Hazardous Materials Building Survey: _ reqmrements

-} HAZ/mm-6 - - -Prior-to-submittal-of-plans for: permits;-the Gity shall- have'a - Apphcant shal[ prepara‘ :Prior torsubmittal-for-+-: |- Gity:Engineer "7 [tIssuance.of permits -
s ' ~ Phase-1 Environmental’ Site' Assessment prepared for the hay .0~ ~|-construction/demoalition et
e;ustlng WWTP property R
|‘Assessmentand
| Incorporate
tal Morifor - :
:Ctty Engrneer
- [HAZimeT ecommlsslonlng actlvmes rior to issuance of ' :Community ‘As required by
permﬂs v Deve]opment subsequent mitagatlon
o ”Department _measures
review.
~ Final Program BIR. ... - B T b Cos 0t V38
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i

VI Mitigatiori, Monitoring and Reporting Program

Party Hesponsible for

lh'lm"lltorinc_:j'&Hepumng ]

- Verification

- ..Schedule .

As reqmred by

1" subseqient miigation

measures.

TFeRmm

"?Appllcant shall note

Commumty Development Director. . Under the.direction of | -
mmgation plan_shall- be :

“requirements on

- Prior to issuance of
"|- construction permits .~ .-

[ Community
‘Development .

Department

-and |
.| Qualified archaeologist

bﬂring construction

CRim2

[ constructlon plans

quiremman

. Department

and

*|.Qualified. archaeologist -
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.Coalinga Wastewater Treatment Plant

_VIII. Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program o

Mltlgatlon Measures Decommlssmmng of E)ustmg WWTP

d Locats’ ponabjenerators,

aif’ compreésors el Biay: frem sensmv _

:rjtéi]ch'initdr '

. o TSR -Party: Responsible for:| Monitoring & Reporting |. '.
| Mltigation Measure AdminlstrativeActfn Tlmlng “Verffication. . . " Schedule
S Biological!ﬂesources- : _ _
| BR/mm-39- ‘ o City shail conduct29 | Prior to lssuance of | Community As required by
- tier environmental - permlts , _ _‘Development subsequent mitigation-
1y | .review of proposed =~ - Departrnent measures.
nit:|- project plans. 10
| BR/mm-40 Qifglified blologlst shail | "As required by .
3 --*.f]urisdlcllona! agencles
sites -:V;turtles as necessary activitles
| BR/Mm-4 Oth g -Quallfled blologlst shali -Prior to start of :Enviranmental Monitor | As required by
‘ ' relocate‘or: destroy :}'constructlon/demolItlon : .. | Jurisdictional agencies
other aquatic species:: - ;jacnvmes -
NS/mm-2 -,;Appl cant shall mclude 3fPrior.to'i,s_suan'ce of | .Gommunity [sstiance of permit
{ |-construction permits:- - -Development -
- ‘| Department

by lhe»Cornmunlty

| Development
| Department " = -

 Final Progray EIR
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Coalinga Vrastewater Treatment Plant o ' ey o - VIIL Mitigation, Monitoring and Repurting Program

Mitigation- Measures - Decommnssnomng of Exnstlng WWTP , ) -
| Parly. Flespons!ble for Monltoring & Reporting

Mltfgation I_ﬂ_earsure‘ . | -  _’ AdmlnlstratlveAct[on 4 | 7. Verification: | .. Schedule ...

noise receptors,

e. Limit grouping major pieces of equipment operating in one area fo the

" greatest extent feasible;

f. Place heavily. trafficked areas such as the maintenance yard,
equipment, toal, and other- construction * orlented - operations - In-
locations that would be the least dlsruptwe to surrounding sensitive
noise receptors,

g. * Use newer equipment that Is. quieter and: ensure that all -equipment-
ftems have the manufacturers' recommended noise *_abatement

- measures, . such .as-mufflers,.. engine:.covers,..and.- engine vibration-{
isolators intact and operational;-Internal-combustion engines used for |
any purpose.on-or related to the job shall be equipped with a mufﬂer or |
baffle of a type recommended. by the. maanacturer . '
and:

__:-:ulocatmg the use of mrcular Saws in areas adjacent 10 -sensitive |
. receptors-and-being-mindful-of:shouting:and-the: loud-use- of aftention:{- -
drawing language); and,
1, Notify surrounding businesses In advance of the constmctlon schedule |.
- when unavoidable - construction . nolse- and upcoming : construction: |-
activities are:likely. to. produce :ari: ‘adverse nolse: environment. This |
ance,.and.at a minimum of one |

all surroundlng

*NS/mm-4 5 F'nor to issua oe of - Gommunity, As required by. -
, _'f levelopment: -~ | subsequent mitigation
- .potentlal nolse Impacts, and any’ addmonal measures | review ofproposed g - | Department .~ - | measures.
- tecommended:during: the*subsequent tiered: enwronmental;i prOJe plang LR U e e e
review shall be=followed _ L
S VIHA4L G

Final Program EIR .- " .



Coalinga Wastewater Treatment Plant VI Mitigatibu,‘Moniforing and Reporting Program &

Mmgatlon Measures ~ Decomm:ssmmng :of- Ex;stmg WWTP o
‘ Party Hesponslble for
-Verification *-

T Monftoring & Reporting |
. Schedule

«+Mitigation:Measure* ' o Adminfstrative Action '_l'iming

| AirQuality -
| AQmm-9 - P

[Priorto | CltEngheer | Issuance of parmis
v structlonldemohtmn prerTET e e
: permlts

“asbestos building-
.| materials.

.Gontractorshall' "..-Durlng construction Environmental Monitor | Dally, or as required by
complywnth inspection { - . © .| City Engineer
| recommendations. . : '

| Aesthetics
RS

all:| Applicant.shall - | Priortoissuance of . . | Community . [ssuarice of permits
incorporate:goals-and | constructlon/demolitlon Development .
~4 -deslgn Intent of School - permits- o Department -
.| Famm MasterPlan.into .| '
i the decommisioning

- | project plans.
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RESOLUTION 3142

. A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF GOALINGA CITY COUNC]L
CERTIFYING THE FINAL PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
FOR THE GOAL.INGA WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT

WHEREAS the City of Coallnga Communlty Devstopment Department has

- considered the. proposed new Wastewater Treatment F‘Iant to be locatad at Assessor
Parcels 085-021 036, 037, and 029 -

“WH EREAS a F’Ubllc Heanng has baen advertlsed and conducted pursuant to

Public Resources Code Sactton 21092 and 21092.3, and pubhc comment has been
sollcited and;

WHEREAS a Notice of Pubhc Hearing was placed in the May 10 2006 edition of
the Coalinga Record, and a Notlce of F’ubhc Heanng was pusted on the City Hall bulletln
window (May 10, 2006), and;

WHEREAS the Draft Environmental Impact Report was prepared and distributed
by the Clty of Coalinga for a thirly (30) day review period on July ‘15 2008, and;

_ WHEREAS the comment period of the Draft Enwronmental lmpact Report
terminated on August 26, 2005, and;

WHEREAS, the City Council held the noticed Public Hearing on June 1, 2006 to

take testimony with regard to the proposed Final Program Environmenta[ Impact Report,
and;

WHEREAS, the City Council completed its review of the proposed new
Wastewater Treatment Plant, the associated Final Program Environmental Impact
Report, and the information contalned In the Staff Report and has considered the
testimony recelved during the public hearing process, and;

WHEREAS, the City Council has made the following findings based on the Final
Program Environmental Impact Report:

1. The City Councll has reviewed and considered the City of Coalinga
Wastewater Treatment Plant Final Program Environmental Impact Report.

2. The Final Program Environmental Impact Report for the City of Coalinga
Wastewater Treatment Plant has been completed in compliance with the
California Environmental Quality Act.

3. The Final Program Environmental Impact Report, and all related public
comments and responses have bean presented to the City Council, and the
City Council has reviewed and considered the information contained in the
Final Program Environmental Impact Report and testimony presented at the
public hearings prior to certifying the Final Program Environmental lmpact
Report for the new Wastewater Treatment Plant.

34




. Resolutlon #3142
’ ‘Cily Councll
June 1, 2006

: Paga 2

4. The new Wastewater Treatment Plant Final Program Enwronmental Impact

Report reflects the independent Judgment of the City Ccuncil acting as Iead
agency for the pro]ect T .

. ‘NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Clty Council hereby
approves and adopts the CEQA Findings and the Statement of Ovefriding
-Considerations set forth in Exhibit A and certifies the Final Program -
' _Env1ronmental lmpact Report fcr the Coatlnga Wastewater Treatment Plant

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City of Coattnga C|ty Ccuncll at a regularty scheduled
_ meeting held on the 1* of June 2008.

AYES: Bathng, Pressey, Ramsey, lander .

e e

The Honorable Ron Lander,
- Maycr

NOES:  None
ABSTAIN: None
'ABSENT: Hil1

ATTEST:

G)L,fwf«% %-S.J’h

City Clerk Y




EXHIBIT A

CEQA Required Findings and Statement of Overriding Considerations for
City of Coalinga Wastewater Treatment Plant;

. PROJECT DESCRIPTION
A. PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION

The City of Coalinga is an incorporated community situated at the extreme western end of
Fresno County just off Interstate 5 along Highways 198 and 33. The proposed WWTP location
1s approximately 3 miles east of the City, immediately south of Jayne Avenue and east of
Highway 33 and Jacalitos Creek. Although a small portion of the proposed project location is

located within the 100-year flocdplain, the treatment facilities and storage can be constructed
outside the 100-year floodplain. '

The proposed project includes: (1) amending the General Plan to change the zoning at the’
proposed new WWTP location, (2) constructing the new WWTP as presented in the Sewer
System Master Plan (Boyle, 2005), (3) constructing the piping and collection system

improvements necessary to reroute City sewer flows to the new WWTP and, (4)
decommissioning the existing WWTP,

Proposed piping to connect the City sewer collection system to the new WWTP will be
constructed over private property from the existing WWTP to Jayne Avenue and then east along
“the north side of Jayne Avenue within City/Caltrans right-of-way to the proposed WWTP
~property (refer to Figure I11-2 in the FEIR). Sewer piping will continue from Jayne Avenue to

the new WWTP along the western property line crossing Jacalitos Creek and the associated
floodplain.

Following completion of the new WWTP, the existing WWTP would be dismantled to leave
room for future development. The Coalinga School Farm Master Plan (December 2004) has
been approved by the City and incorporates the 41 acres of existing WWTP property as
designated Open Space Conservation with multi-use trails through the property.

Morro Group, Inc.
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B. PROJECT OBJECTIVES

The City of Coalinga is proposing to replace the existing wastewater treatment plant with a new
and expanded Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) at a new location to accommodate existing
and projected wastewater flows. State law requires the City to plan for the next plant expansion
once the existing WWTP reaches 80 percent of its design capacity. The plant is currently
operating at approximately 90 percent of its design capacity. The City anticipates significant
growth over the next five years, and will require additional wastewater treatment capacity.

As part of a Sewer System Master Plan prepared for the City by Boyle Engineering Corporation,
a WWTP Expansion/Relocation Feasibility Study was prepared to develop alternatives for
WWTP expansion. Proposed alternatives included expansion of the existing plant, retention of
the existing plant and construction of a secondary plant at a new location, and construction of an
entirely new plant at a new location. The City is proposing an entirely new plant be constructed
at a new location. The existing WWTP, located between Polk Street and Phelps Avenue along
the Stanislaus Alignment, is in an area of future growth for the City and within the 100-year
floodplain. The existing WWTP would be dismantled to leave room for future development and

analyzed to identify any adverse impacts caused by the long-term accumulation of metals or
other constituents in the soil.

C. PROJECT COMPONENTS

1. Annexation/General Plan Amendment

~Before construction of the new WWTP could begin, the property would have to be annexed into
the City of Coalinga. Additionally, a General Plan Amendment would be required to rezone the
- proposed new WWTP site to Public Facilities (PF) and Open Space (O).

2. Construction of the New Wastewater Treatment Plant

Components of the new Wastewater Treatment Plant include:

. Headworks for screening and pumping influent from the City’s sewer collection system,

» Two Biolac basins (aerated lagoon reactors) with space for one additional basin in the
future, two anaerobic digesters, two secondary clarifiers with space for one additional, a
chlorine contact chamber, and a sludge centrifuge.

* An administration building (40°x 60") and a workshop and garage building (50°x 100%)
that would house laboratory and control room, office and break room facilities.

» TFive (5) effluent storage ponds (15 acres each) would be located adjacent to the ireatment

facilities in the center of the property, These ponds would provide percolation disposal
of effluent while storing effluent waters for irrigation reuse.

s Approximately 212 acres total, located north and south of the WWTP, of effluent
disposal by irrigation of non-human consumption crops.

Morro Group, Inc.
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3. Constructing the Piping and Collection System Improvements Necessary to
Reroute City Sewer Flows to the New WWTP.

Proposed piping to connect the City sewer collection system to the new WWTP will be
constructed over private property from the existing WWTP to Jayne Avenue and then east along
the north side of Jayne Avenue within City/Caltrans right-of-way to the proposed WWTP
property (refer to Figure III-2 in the FEIR). Sewer piping will continue from Jayne Avenue to

the new WWTP along the western property line crossing Jacalitos Creek and the associated
floodplain.

4. Decommissioning the Existing WWTP

Following completion of the new WWTP, the existing WWTP would be dismantled to leave
room for future development. The Coalinga School Farm Master Plan (December 2004) has
been approved by the City and incorporates the 41 acres of existing WWTP property as
designated Open Space Conservation with multi-use trails through the property.

. THE RECORD

For the purposes of CEQA and the Findings, the record of the City Council relating to the
application includes:

1. Documentary and oral evidence received and reviewed by the City Council during the
public hearing on the project.

2. The City of Coalinga Wastewater Treatment Plant Draft Program EIR circulated in
August, 2005.

3. The City of Coalinga Wastewater Treatment Plant Final Program EIR, supporting
materials.

4. The City of Coalinga Wastewater Treatment Plant Final Program EIR Staff Report.
5. Matters of common knowledge to the Council, which it considers, such as:

a. The City General Plan, including the land use ordinance, land use maps and elements
thereof;,

The City of Coalinga Municipal Code;

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines.
The San Joagquin Valley APCD Environmental Review Guidelines;

The County of Fresno Coalinga Community Plan;

Other formally adopted County, State and Federal regulations, statutes, pohcles, and
ordinances;

g. Additional documents referenced in the Final EIR for the City of Coalinga
wastewater Treatment Plant.

tho e o
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lil. CERTIFICATION OF THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
REPORT '

The City Council certifies the follo\mng with Iespect to the City of Coalinga Wastewater
Treatment Plant Final Program EIR:

a. The City Council has reviewed and considered the City of Coalinga Wastewater
Treatment Plant Final Program EIR.

b. The City of Coalinga Wastewater Treatment Plant Final Program EIR has been
completed in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act.

c. The Final Environmental Impact Report, and all related public comments and responses

have been presented to the City Counci! on the City of Coalinga Wastewater Treatment
Plant.

d. The 'C.ity of Coﬁlinga Wastewater Treatment Plant Final Program EIR reflects the
_independen’; judgment of the City Council, acting as the lead agency for the project.

IV. 'FINDINGS FOR IMPACTS IDENTIFIED AS LESS THAN
| SIGNIFICANT(CLASS i) - -

The findings below are for Class IIT impacts. Class III impacts are considered adverse, but
not significant.

A. AGRICULTURE RESOURCES (CLASSIIl) -
1. Impacts ' o |

AG Impact 5 Loss of Agricultural Production. Secondary economic impact of $609,000
(0.0014%) of annual countywide agricultural production of baled cotton lint
resulting from annexation, general plan amendment, and conversion of 185
acres of agriculturally productive land to a non-agriculturally productive use,

2. Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are proposed.

3. Findings

No significant impacts are expected, therefore no mitigation measures are proposed.

4, Supportive Evidence

Please refer to page v-57 of the EIR. Because 212 of the 397 acre area will remain in
production, the conversion of the other 1 acres is not considered significant.

Morro Group, Ine. 12



City of Coalinga Wastewater Treatment Plant Final Program EIR CEQA Findings

3. Findings

Changes or alterations have been required into the project which mmgate or avoid the 31gmﬁoant
effects on the envn'onment toa level of 1n51gm:ﬁcance '

4, Supportive Evidence

Please refer to pages V-16 through V-27 of the Final EIR. During any earth-moving operations
{grading, trenching, boring, etc.) there is a possibility that unexpected hazardous materials could
be encountered or unearthed. Hazardous materials in the construction area could create a risk to
workers and the general public during excavation and transport. Implementation of the
mitigation measures governing the removal of hazardous materials will reduce exposure of
workers to these hazardous materials and reduce 1mpacts toa less than mg;mﬁcant level

C. DRAINAGE, FLOODlNG AND WATER QUALITY (CLASS Il
1. Impacts

DFWQ Impact 1 DFWQ Inipact 1Potential impacts to water quality from ground-disturbing
. . activities associated with future constructlon of PF development resulting
from General Plan Amendment,

DFWQ Impact 2 Potential impacts to water quality from ground—dlstur.bmg activities and
from fuel, oil and other pollutants during WWTP constructlon

DEFWQ Impact 3 P_o_t_ential 0 violate water quality standards or waste discharge
requirements resulting from development of the proposed WWTP.

DFWQ Impact 4 Increased impervious surfaces from development contributing to the
potential for down-stream flooding from increased runoff,

DFWQ Impact 5 Potential impacts to water quality resulting from limitations of site soils
S for effluent disposal by either spray irrigation or percolation.

DFWQ Impact 6 Potential impacts to water. quality from ground-disturbing activities and

from fuel, oil and other pollutants during construction of trunk line and
other collection system improvements,

DFWQ Impact 7 - Potential impacts to water quality in Jacalitos Creek resulting from

questionable subsurface geology and the effects of trenching and/or boring
within Jacalitos Creek. . . _

DFWQ lmpaot 8  Potential 1mpacts to existing drainage facilities, landforms, and potential

to create bare disturbed soil areas resulting flom decommissioning
-activities for the existing WWTP.
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D. CULTURAL RESOURCES (CLASS 1))

. Impacts

CR Impact 1 Potential impacts to cultural resources by unearthing prehistoric and historic
resources during earthwork and construction of WWTP facilities.

CRImpact2  Potential impacts to cultural resources by unearthing prehistoric and historic

resources during trenching and construction of trunk line and other collection
system improvements.

CR Impact 3 Potential impacts to cultural resources by unearthing prehistoric and historic
. resources  dwring  ground-disturbing  activities  associated  with
decommissioning of the existing WWTP, '

2. Mitigation Measures

CR/mm-1 If cultural resources are unearthed, cease activities in the vicinity and notify

City. Examine and evaluate resources by qualified archaeologist/ hlstonan
and proceed under their direction.

CR/mm-2 If human remains are encountered, contact he County Coroner. - If the remains
are Native American, contact the Native American Heritage Commission.
Stop all work in the vicinity and resume only on approval of the Community

Development Director.
3. Findings
Changes or alterations have been required into the project which mitigate or avoid the significant
effects on the environment to a level of insignificance.
4. Supportive Evidence

Please refer to pages V-4260 through V-48 of the Final EIR. Ground-disturbing activities
associated with clearing and construction for development, and for agricultural production have
the potential to impact unanticipated buried archaeological deposits. The measures listed above
will ensure that any unanticipated impacts will be mitigated to a less than significant level.

E. AGRICULTURE IMPACTS (CLASS Il)

1. Impacts

AG Impact 6 Potential impacts to adjacent agricultural uses due to spraying and off-site
runoff resulting from use of treated effluent on 212 acres of the WWTP
property.

AG Impact 7 Potential temporary impacts to agricultural operations during construction.
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2. Mitigation Measures

AG/mm-2 Obtain all required waste discharge permits from Regional Water Quality
Control Board.
AG/mm-3 Prepare a Title 22 Engineering Report for irrigation use of treated effluent,

pursuant to Water Recycling Criteria regulations contained in Sections 60301
through 60355 of the California Code of Regulations, Title 22.

AG/mm-5 Prior to issuance of construction permits, the City shall obtain all necessary
. easements and permissions for constructing and maintaining collection system
facilities on private property. The City shall work with property owners to
- establish plans to minimize disruption of agriculture operations during both

construction and on-going maintenance of the trunk line.

3. Findings

- Changes or alterations have been required into the project which mitigate or avoid the significant
effects on the environment to a level of insignificance.

4. Supportive Evidence

- Please refer to pages V-49 through V-59 of the Final EIR. Effluent would be disposed through
irrigation of non-human consumption crops, such as cofton. Approximately 212 acres of the
477-acre project site would support non-human consumption crops, and would be irrigated by
treated effluent. Compliance with State discharge regulations will ensure impacts from this
process will be reduced to less than significant levels.

F. 'BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES (CLASS II)

1. Impacts

BR Impact 1 Potential impacts to listed species associated with future construction of PF
development resulting from annexation to the City.

BR Impact 2 Indirect impacts to the Jacalitos Creek corridor and valley saltbush scrub
habitat as a result of General Plan Amendment of adjacent portions of the
property to Public Facilities (PF).

BR Impact 4 Potential impacts to listed species and sensitive habitats resulting from
construction without adequate permits and proprams for mitigation, and

established standards for monitoring and compliance with programs and
permits.BR Impact 4 (continued).

BR Impact 5 Potential impacts to adjacent aquatic areas in Jacalitos Creek resulting from
construction and operation of the new WWTP facility.

Maorro Group, Inc. 18
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BR Impact 6

BR Impact 7

BR Impact 8

BR Impact 9

BR Impact 10

BR Impact 11
BR Impact 12
BR lmpact 13
BR Impact 14
BR Impact 15
BR Impact 16
BR Impact 17

BR Impact 18

BR Impact 19

Potential impacts to foraging and nesting habitat for Swainson’s hawk and

other raptors resulting from impacts to agriculture lands from WWTP
construction, '

Potential impacts to bird nesting activities along the Jacalitos Creek corridor
resulting from construction and operation of the WWTP facilities.

Potential impacts to foraging habitat and/or dispersal habitat for the San
Joaquin kit fox resulting from impacts to agriculture lands from WWTP
construction. ' S ' - ' ' '

Potential impacts from hazardous wildlife movement in the vicinity of
Coalinga airport airspace.

Potential temporary impacts to the Jacalitos Creek corridor and to foraging
habitat on agriculture land resulting from construction of utility connections
between Jayne Avenue and the WWTP facilities.

Potential impacts to valley saltbush scrub habitat resulting from trunk.line
trenching activities.

Potential impacts to riparian habitat resulting from trunk line trenching
activities.

" Potential impacts to sensitive plant species resulting from trunk line trenching

activities.

Potential take of blunt-nosed leopard lizard resulting from installation of the
trunk line.

Potential take of San Joaquin kit fox resulting from installation of the trunk
line and construction of the new WWTP facility.

Potential impact to western burrowing owls resulting from trunk line
trenching activities.

Potential impact to other sensitive wildlife species resulting from trunk line
trenching activities.BR Impact 17 (continued)

Potential for additional impacts to biological resources that cannot be
evaluated at this time resulting from the lack of detailed plans for
decommissioning of the existing WWTP.

Potential impacts to western pond turtle and other aquatic species resulting
from decommissioning of the existing WWTP treatment ponds.

Morro Group, inc.
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BR Impact 20

Potential impacts to ruderal, valley saltbush scrub, and riparian habitat, and

. permanent loss of agricultural land and pond habitat, resulting from the
-proposed project in conjunction with potential cumulative impacts to

biological resources from the cumulative development scenario.

2. Mitigation Measures

BR/mm-1

BR/mm-2

BR/mm-3
BR/mm-4

BR/mm-5

BR/mm-6

BR/mm-7

BR/mm-8§

Adopt a Planning Area Standard requiring mitigation for any project on the

proposed WWTP property to be in accordance with the Biological Resources
‘Study Report, AND the City shall adopt the Draft CHCP as an interim

document until such time as the CHCP is approved and adopted by the
USFWS and CDFG.

- Designate Conservation/Open Space (OS) in the area of Jacalitos Creek. No

development shall be permitted within the designated OS area except a
recreation trail (consistent with City land use policies), and sewer collection
facilities, public utility lines and connectors, and structures that are needed for
flood control, bridge crossing at Highway 33 (Jayne Avenue), and fish

passage or improvements to habitat characteristics and acceptable to the
ACOE/USFWS and CDFG.

All required protocol wildlife studies shall be conducted and appropriate state
and federal permits obtained.

Obtain all necessary permits, approvals, and authorizations from jurisdictional
agencies.

Prepare an Environmental Quality Assurance Program (EQAP) outlining

monitoring and compliance with the mitigation measures contained in this
EIR.

Prepare a Mitigation Monitoring Program (MMP) outlining all of the
mitigation and monitoring requirements contained in this EIR, including the
protocols, procedures and management parameters as outlined in the
Biological Resources Study Report.

Provide funding for qualified Environmental Monitor(s) during project
construction to ensure compliance with all EIR mitigation measures, any

applicable permit conditions, and any conditions required by federal and state
agencies.

Prepare a Storm Water Poliution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for the protection

of drainages, and riparian and wetland resources on and adjacent to the project
site.

Morro Group, Inc.
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BR/mm-9 -

BR/mm-10
BR/mm-11

BR/mm-12
- BR/mm-13
BR/mm-14

BR/mm-15

BR/mm-16
BR/mm-17

BR/mm-1 8

Obtain a CDFG Section 2081 Permit for incidental take, conduct protocol

surveys for Swainson’s hawk and comply with the Biological Resources
Study Report.

Conduct pre-construction surveys for nesting bird activities in accordance
with all recommended measures in Biological Resources Study Report.

Avoid work activities within 100 feet of active nests, and conduct activities to
protect all birds covered by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.

Consult with USFWS regarding the potential for impacts to kit fox and to
determine if incidental take authorization is necessary. Obtain and comply
with permits, as needed.

Conduct pre-construction surveys no less than 14 days and no more than 30

days prior to the beginning of ground disturbance and/or construction
activities likely to impact the San Joaquin kit fox.

Implement a minimum 100-foot setback between Jacalitos Creek floodplain

and the new WWTP facﬂlty to maintain a dispersal habitat/corridor for San
Joaquin kit fox.

Install at least three artificial kit fox dens within the minimum 100-foot
setback area between the Jacalitos Creek floodplain and the new WWTP

facility in order to enhance the quality of thls area as denning and/or dispersal
habitat.

Design the project and conduct all work activities in accordance with all
measures and procedures for San Joaquin kit fox recommended in the
Biological Resources Study Report.

Include all applicable mitigation measures contained in the Draft CHCP. Any

of the above mitigation measures that may conflict by the CHCP shall be
superseded by the CHCP.

The site plan for the WWTP facilities shall be revised to locate all treatment
and effluent storage ponds on the portion of the property south of Firestone

Avenue, which positions the facility outmde the 10,000-foot separation
distance from the Airport AOA.

The City shall consult with the FAA and California Department of
Transportation {(Caltrans) Division of Aeronautics for review of site
development plans and shall incorporate Best Management Practices / Best
Available Technology measures to minimize attraction of hazardous wildlife
to WWTP effluent ponds. Site design meodifications and/or design of

Morro Group, Inc.
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BR/mm-19

BR/mm-20
BR/mm-21
BR/mm-22

BR/mm-23

BR/mo:;-24
BR/mm-25
BR/mm-26
BR/mm-27

BR/mm-28

mmgatlon measures shall be considered for additional or secondary 1mpact5
through subsequent environmental review.

Design utility connection routes to avoid the Jacalitos Creek corridor and to
set back a minimum of 100 feet from the creek floedplain boundary.

Prepare and implement a Revegetation and Restoration Program (RRP) with a
component addressing valley saltbush scrub habitat. Alternatively, habitat

compensatlon may be proposed in a manner consistent w1th the procedures
outlined in the Draft CHCP. - '

Quantify acreage of valley saltbush scrub temporarily affected by
construction, and replace on-site on at a 1:1 mitigation ratio.

If on-site mitigation to temporary loss of valley saltbush scrub habitat is not
feasible, an off-site mitipation component shall be incorporated into the RRP,
subject to review and approval by jurisdictional agencies.

Prepare and implement a Revegetation and Restoration Program (RRP) with a
component addressing riparian habitat. Alternatively, habitat compensation

may be proposed in a manner consistent with the procedures outlined in the
Draft CHCP.-

Replace in—kind any native trees that are removed, relocated, and/or damaged

on a 3:1 basis. Replace in-kind any native riparian understory vegetation that
is removed, relocated, and/or damaged on a 3:1 basis,

If on-site mitigation to temporary loss of riparian habitat is not feasible, an
off-site mitigation component shall be incorporated into the RRP, subject to
review and approval by jurisdictional agencies.

Conduct botanical surveys in valley saltbush scrub and riparian habitats in and
near Jacalitos Creek to determine presence or absence of sensitive plant
species within the disturbance corridor of the trunk line installation.

If sensitive plant species are identified within the project site during pre-
activity surveys, implement a Sensitive Plant Species compenent of the
Revegetation and Restoration Program in consultation with CDFG.

If California jewel-flower is identified within the project site during pre-
activity surveys, notify CDFG’s local Permitting and Project Review staff for
further instructions of what additional information will be needed to assess the
project’s potential impact on the species, Additionally, the USFWS shall be
contacted for consultation regarding this federally listed species.

Morro Group, Inc.
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BR/mm-29
BRJmm—3Q
BR/mm-31

BR/mm-32

BR/mm-33
BR/mm-34
- BR/mm-35

BR/mm-36

BR/mm-37

BR/mm-38

Perform protocol surveys for blunt-nosed leopard lizard along the trunk line
construction route.

Position the trunk line route to avoid unpacts to small mammal burrows, to the
extent feasible.

Conduct site-specific surveys to determine if blunt-nosed leopard lizards are
present in the areas of proposed trenching disturbance.

- If blunt-nosed leopard lizards are observed during protocol surveys, notify

CDFG’s local Permitting and Project Review staff for further instructions of

‘what additional information will be needed to assess the project’s potential

impact on the species. Additionally, the USFWS shall be contacted for
consultation regarding this federally listed species.

Implement BR/mm-12, BR/mm-13, and BR/mm-16.

Conduct pre-activity surveys for burrows and owls. If burrowing owls or

habitat are confirmed during surveys, the mitigation actions and procedures
included in the Biological Resources Survey Report shall be followed.

. Perform small mammal trapping to document presence or absence of sensitive

small mammal species. Prepare a proposal for small mammal trapping to be
submitted to CDFG for review and approval of this activity.

If federal and/or state listed small mammal species are captured during small

mammal trapping, notify USFWS and/or CDFG for further instructions to
assess the project’s potential impact on the species.

Conduct a pre-activity survey to inventory the activity zone and a 500-foot
zone surrounding the activity zone, for the occurrence of sensitive species.

Environmental Monitor(s) shall conduct pre-activity sensitive wildlife species
surveys each mormng prior to any ground disturbance planned to occur in
valley saltbush scrub and/or riparian habitats that workday. If sensitive
terrestrial wildlife species (other than listed species), or any other wildlife
species, are observed in areas of proposed disturbance, they will be captured
or otherwise herded out of the area of proposed disturbance to prevent injury

and/or mortality. Captured animals shall be relocated outside of the areas of
proposed disturbance to suitable habitat.

If tree removal, pipeline installation activities, or HDD are planned occur
during the typical bat breeding season (April 1 through August 31) in areas
with potential bat roosting habitat, pre-construction surveys shall be
conducted, and exclusion netting procedures followed, in accordance with
recommendations included in the Biological Resources Study Report.

Morro Group, ine.
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BR/mm-39 Conduct subsequent environmental review of decommissioning plans and
' comply with any additional mitigation measures.

BR/mm-40 Relocate western pond turtles found in areas to be disturbed.

BR/mm-41 Relocate or destroy other aguatic species potentially inhabiting the existing

WWTP treatment ponds. No exotic fish shall be relocated to other aquatlc
areas without authonzatlon from CDFG.

BR/mm-42 The City shall approve the Draft CHCP, which shall remain in effect until
' such time as the USFWS and CDFG approve the CHCP. Any projects being
undertaken within the City limits or SOI would be required to meet all state

and federal regulations pertaining to the protection of sensitive hab1tats and
listed species.

3. Findings

Changes or alterations have been required into the project which mitigate or avoid the significant
effects on the environment to a level of insignificance.

4. Supportive Evidence

Please refer to pages V-60 through V-1035 of the Final EIR. State and Federal law, through
California and Federal Endangered Species Acts, along with CEQA, the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act, and California Department of Fish and Game Codes include provisions to protect biological
resources that have been identified as sensitive., The mitigation identified above shall reduce all
potential impacts to sensitive plants and wildlife, except Impact 3 to a level of insignificance.

G. TRAFFIC AND CIRCULATION (CLASS I1)

1. Impacts

TC Impact 1 Potential impacts to traffic and circulation levels of service for future,
undetermined projects resulting from general plan amendment to PF
designation.

TC Impact 2 Potential impacts to site access along Firestone Avenue.

TC Impact 3 Potential traffic and safety concerns for workers along public right-of-way due
to trunk line installation.

TC Impact 4 Potential impacts to traffic and circulation levels of service on roadways

adjacent to the WW'TP, due to buildout within the City.
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2. Mitigation Measures

TC/mm-1 Establish Planning Area Standards to require project-specific traffic study for
- future projects other than the proposed WWTP, or to limit the development of
the PF portion of the property to a wastewater treatment facility. '

TC/mm-2 Improve the access road (Firestone Avenue) to an all-weather surface.

TC/mm-3 . Obtain a Calirans encroachment permit for all activities in the State righi-of-
: way, perform all work in the right-of-way in accordance with State standards
and specifications, and prepare a Traffic Control Plan satisfactory to Caltrans.

TC/mm-4 Dedicate right-of-way, as required by Caltrans, along Jayne Avenue, Alpine
Avenue, and at the intersection of Jayne and Alpine Avenues to accommodate
future signals and turn lanes. '

TC/mm-5 Construct improvements for the Firestone Avenue intersection at SR 33 to
: standards that are consistent with Topic 405 of the California Highway Design

Manual; including, but not limited to, paving all portions of Firestone Avenue
that are within State right-of-way.

. 3. Findings

Changes or alterations have been required into the project which mitigate or avoid the significant
effects on the environment to a level of insignificance.

4. Supportive Evidence

Please refer to pages V-107 through V-113 of the Final EIR. Since the WWTP would be
accessed from a driveway off an unimproved dirt agricultural road (Firestone Avenue), the
potential exists that this access may become impassible during an intense storm or extremely wet
prolonged rainy season. Construction crews and equipment would be working immediately
adjacent 1o travel lanes posing safety concerns, and the physical work area needed for installation
of 24” and 30” pipe may require encroachment on travel lanes. Compliance with CalTrans
encroachment permit and construction regulations, and the required improvements to Firestone
Avenue will reduce traffic related impacts to a less than significant level.

H.  NOISE (CLASS II)

1. Impacts -

NS Impact 1 Potential exposure of noise sensitive receptors to noise levels in excess of City
standards from PF development resulting from general plan amendment.

NS Impact 2 Potential to expose nearby noise sensitive receptors to noise related to WWTP
 facilities construction.
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NS Impact 3 Potential to expose nearby noise sensitive receptors to outdoor noise levels in
- excess of City standards, resulting from operation of WWTP facilities and

equipment.
NS Impact 4 Potential to expose nearby noise sensitive receptors to noise re}ated to

decommissioning the existing WWTP.

2. Mitigation Measures

NS/mm-1 - Establish Planning Area Standards to require a project-specific noise study
o . with project design noise standards for future projects other than the proposed

WWTP, or to limit the development of the PF portion of the property to a
wastewater treatment facility,

'NS/mm-2 Include Noise Reduction Best Management Practices (BMPs) on all project
plans.
NS/mm-3 Retain a qualified acoustical engineer to verify that maximum noise levels of

60 dBA can be maintained at the WWTP property line.

NS/mm-4 Conduct subsequent environmental review of decommissioning plans and
' comply with any additional mitigation measures.
| 3. Findings
Changes or alterations have been required into the project which mitigate or aveid the significant
effects on the environment to a level of insignificance.
4. Supportive Evidence

Please refer to pages V-114 through V-126 of the Final EIR. There are short-term impacts that
can be mitigated through existing City Noise Guidelines and Standards. Potential operational
noise impacts are not known, however mitigation measures have been included that require the
impacts from the operation to a less than significant level.

. AIR QUALITY (CLASS Ii)

1. Impacts

AQ Impact 1 Potential air quality impacts due to ROG and NOx emissions from earthwork
equipment and material disposal operations.

AQ Impact 2 Impacts to air quality due to PMq emissions during construction activities.

AQ Impact 3 Potential air quality impacts due to emissions from operation of WWTP
facilities.

AQ Impact 4 Potential impacts due to odor emissions from operation of the WWTP.
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AQ Impact 5 Potential exposure to airborne asbestos during demolition of existing WWTP,
AQ Impact 7 Demolition and earthwork activities for decommissioning of the existing

WWTP would cause direct, short-term construction related air pollutant
emissions related to ROG, NOx, and PM;q.

2. Mitigation Measures

AQ/mm-1 Submit a Construction Activities Management Plan (for diesel-fueled
o construction equipment) to review and approval by San Joaquin Valley
APCD. '
- AQ/mm-2 Include catalyzed diesel particulate filter on construction equipment.
AQ/mm-3 Obtain permit frofn San Joaquin Valley APCD to operate portable engines or
portable equipment.
AQ/mm-4 Prepare a Dust Control Plan in accordance with San Joaquin Valley APCD
Rule 8021, and comply with Regulation VIII.
- AQ/mm-5 Comply with San Joaquin Valley APCD Enhanced Control Measures for
construction sites.
AQ/mm-6 Comply with San Joaquin Valley APCD Additional Control Measures at
construction sites. ‘
- AQ/mm-7 Evaluate final design emissions, and if necessary, develop mitigation to the
satisfaction of the San Joaquin Valley APCD.
AQ/mm-8 Submit plans to San Joaquin Valley APCD for approval and comply with
recommendations.
AQ/mm-9 Investigate existing structures for the presence of asbestos-containing building
materials and remove using qualified contractor, per San Joaquin Valley
APCD Rule 4002.

3. Findings

Changes or alterations have been required into the project which mitigate or avoid the significant
effects on the environment to a level of insignificance.

4. Supporiive Evidence

Please refer to pages V-127 through V-148 of the Final EIR. Development on the site would be
subject to federal, state, and regional air quality regulations. Incorporation of recommended
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design standards would ensure that air quahty lmpacts 1-5 would be reduced to a level of

msxgmﬁcance

J. AESTHET]CS (CLASS 1)

1. Impacts
AR Impact 1

AR Impact 2

AR Impact 3

AR Impact 4

Potential degradation of the existing visual character of the prcuect site and its

surroundmgs due to the institutional appearance of the WWTP.

Potenﬁa] impact to mghthme views Iesultmg from exterior. hghtmg at the
WWTP - ‘

Potential deg;‘adation of the existing visual character of public roads and

roadsides resulting from trench repair in paved areas, ‘and from vegetatlon
removal.

Cumu]ative degradation of the existing visual character of the project site and
the surrounding area due to the institutional appearance of the WWTP when
experienced with other institutional development in the area.

2. Mitigation Measures

AR/mm-1
AR/mm-2

AR/mm-3

AR/mm-4,

AR/mm-3.

AR/mm-6.

AR/mm-7.

AR/mm-8.

Minimize the v151b111ty of perimeter fencing.
Reduce visibility of the built facilities by implementing a landscape plan.

Reduce the engineered appearance of the ponds, lagoons, and earthen berms
by contour grading design.

Reduce the institutional appearance of buildings with roof design and choice
of exterior paint colors and materials.

Minimize visibility from adjacent streets by establishing and adhering to

1000-foot setback from Jayne Avenue and 150-foot setback from Alpine
Avenue.

Implement lighting plans.

Employ jacking and boring methods of pipe installation where feasible to
avoid removing mature vegetation by trenching.

Restore paved surfaces disturbed by trenching to pre-construction condition or

better. Restore disturbed soil areas with erosion control seeding and native
plantings
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AR/mm-9, Implement the goals and landscape design measures g1ven in the School Farm
:  Master Plan. :

3. Findings

Changes or alterations have been required into the project which mitigate or av01d the 51gmﬁcant
effects on the environment to a level of 1n31gn1ﬁcance

4 Supportlve Evidence

Please refer to pages V-149 through V-166 of the Final EIR. The new WWTP faclh‘fy Would
represent the greatest visual change proposed by the project regardless of the type of wastewater
facility constructed  The conversion of agricultural land to a public facility would be most
noticeable by the built structures, the ponds, and the perimeter fencing. Implementation of

setback, lighting, and landscaping standards, as described in the EIR W111 reduce potentlal
aesthetic impacts to a less than significant level

K. LAND USE (CLASS 1l)

1. Ilmpacts

LU Impact 1 Impact from inconsistency with General Plan Policy 10, recommending
incorporation of a green waste recycling facility.
LUImpact3 = Possible conflict with City Circulation Element due to ambiguous status of
o ~ Firestone Avenue right-of-way, and potential to isolate adjacent parcels.

2. Mitigation Measures

LU/mm-1 City shall consider incorporating a green waste recycling facility adjacent to
the WWTP. )

LU/mm-2 Conduct subsequent environmental review of WWTP access and the status of
Firestone Avenue right-of-way, and comply with any additional mitigation
measures.

3. Findings

Changes or alterations have been required into the project which mitigate or avoid the significant
effects on the environment to a level of insignificance,

4. Supportive Evidence

Please refer to pages V-167 through V-172 of the Final EIR. The proposed WWTP does not
include the location of a green waste recycling facility as required by Policy 10 of the General
Plan; however, the proposed plan does not preclude the incorporation of additional facilities,
including a green waste recycling facility, on the proposed project site. Firestone Avenue is not
dedicated nor is it shown on any land use plans. Improvements to this road may be required after
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subsequent environmental review, therefore land use impacts 1 and 3 will be mitigated to a less
' than 51gmﬁcant level. -

VI, FINDINGS FOR IMPACTS IDENTIFIED AS SIGNIFICANT AND
UNAVOIDABLE (CLASS I)

- Class I impacts are impacts considered significant and unavoidable, The unavoidable significant
impacts of the project are found to be acceptable due to overriding considerations (See Section
VH) The findings below are for Class I impacts, where implementation of the project may resnlt
in the fol[owzn g significant, unavoidable environmental impacts:

A. AGRICULTURE RESOURCES (CLASS I)

1. Impacts

AG Impact 1 Removal of 468 acres from the Williamson Act Program as a result of
annexation and general plan amendment.

AG Impact 2 Loss of 477 acres of land zoned Exclusive Agriculture as a result of
' annexation and general plan amendment. '

AGImpact3  Conversion of 185 acres of Prime Farmland to a non-agricultural use as a

‘result of construction of the Wastewater treatment facility and associated
lmprovements

AG Impact 4 Conversion of 185 acres of agriculturally productive land scoring higher than
' 87 on the Department of Conservation Land Evaluation and Site Assessment
(LESA) test, to support a public wastewater treatment facility.

2. Mitigation Measures

AG/mm-1 City shall notify the County of Fresno and State Department of Conservation
pursuant to Sections 51291 and 51 292 of the Government Code.

3. Findings

Changes or alterations have been required into the project which avoid or substantially lessen the
significant environmental effects as identified in the Final EIR; however, these effects have not

been lessened to a level of insignificance. These impacts are acceptable by reason of the
overriding considerations discussed in Section VII.

4. Supportive Evidence

Please refer to pages V-49 through V-59 of the Final EIR, Implementation of the proposed
wastewater treatment facility project would enable growth to occur, resulting in a significant loss
of agricultural land, and the likely non-renewal and canceliation of Williamson Act contracts
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within the City’s Sphere of Influence. The project-specific and cumulative loss of prime
farmland, land under agrlcultural preserves, and agnculturally zoned land would be mg:uﬁcant

and unavmdable
B. AIR QUALITY (CLASS |}

1, Impacts

AQ Impact 6 Cumulative air quality 1mpacts from WWTP pro_]ect when combined with all
i future projects.

2. Mitigation Measures

AQ/mm-7 Evaluate final design emissions, and if necessary, develop mitigation to the
satisfaction of the San Joaquin Valley APCD.

AQ/mm-8 ‘Submit plans to San Joaquin Valley APCD for approval and comply with
recommendations.

3. Findings

Changes or alterations have been required into the project which avoid or substantially lessen the
significant environmental effects as identified in the Final EIR; however, these effects have not

been lessened ito a level of imsignificance. These impacts are acceptable by reason of the
overriding considerations discussed in Section VII.

4. Supportive Evidence

Please refer to pages V-127 through V-148 of the Final EIR, Since the San Joaquin Valley is
already designated as non-attainment for State and Federal PM;y and ozone standards, any
development within the San Joaquin Valley that helps facilitate new development by removing
obstacles to development (such as increased wastewater treatment capacity), would be
considered a significant, unavoidable cumulative impact.

C. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES (CLASS 1)

1. Impacts

BR Impact 3 Designation of PF land use designation to allow construction of a new
' wastewater treatment facility within five statute miles of the Coalinga Airport

area of operations, in conflict with the Federal Aviation Administration
recommendation.

BR Impact 14 (Residual Impact) ~ Until mitigation measures 1 through 4 below are
implemented and project design is finalized, impacts to
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blunt-nosed leopard lizard are unknown and are considered
significant and unavoidable.

2. Mitigation Measures

BR/mm-29 Prior to approval of final design, the City shall perform pre-project protocol
' surveys for blunt nosed leopard lizard along alternative trunk line construction
route(s), as described in Section IV and Attachment 3 of the Biological
Resources Study Report (Appendix G of this EIR). The City shall initiate
consultation with CDFG and USFWS to establish presence/absence of blunt~

nose leopard lizard and determme avoidance measures.

'BR/mm-30 Prior to construction, the trunk line route shall be posmoned to avoid l_mpacts
to small mammal burrows, to the extent feasible.

BR/mm-31 ~ Prior to construction, the City shall conduct site-specific surveys to determine
: if blunt-nosed leopard lizards are present in the areas of proposed trenching
disturbance. Surveys shall be conducted by qualified biologist(s) at the
appropriate time of the year using the CDFG Approved Methodology for the
Blunt-nosed Leopard Lizard (2004) in Attachment 3 of the Blologmal

Resources Study Report (Appendix G of this EIR). '

BR/mm-32 Prior to construction, if blunt-nosed leopard lizards are observed during
protocol surveys, the City shall notify CDFG’s local Permitting and Project

- Review staff for further instructions of what additional information will be

needed to assess the project’s potential impact on the species. Additionally,

the USFWS shall be contacted for consultation regarding this federally listed
species.

3. Findings

Changes or alterations have been required into the project which avoid or substantially lessen the
significant environmental effects as identified in the Final EIR; however, these effects have not

been lessened to a level of insignificance. These impacts are acceptable by reason of the
overriding considerations discussed in Section VII.

4. Supportive Evidence

Please refer to pages V-60 through V-106 of the Final EIR. There are no feasible mitigation
measures to compensate for designating property Public Facilities for the purpose of constructing
a WWTP within five miles of the Coalinga Airport. This action would result in a significant,
unavoidable impact. Impacts to blunt-nosed leopard lizard are unknown and are considered
significant and unavoidable until the project design is finalized.
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D. LAND USE (CLASS I)

1. Impacts

LU Impact 2 Impact from inconsistency with the Federal Aviation Administration —
Advisory Circular recommending five-mile separation between WWTP and
airport AOA. - '

2. Mitigation

No feasible mitigation measures exist.

3. Findings

Changes or alterations have been required into the project which avoid or substantially lessen the
significant environmental effects as identified in the Final EIR; however, these effects have not

been lessened to a level of insignificance. These impacts are acceptable by reason of the
overriding considerations discussed in Section VIIL

4. Supportive Evidence

‘Please refer to pages V-115 through V-150 of the Final EIR. There are no feasible mitigation
measures to compensate for designating property Public Facilities for the purpose of constructing

a WWTP within five miles of the Coalinga Airport. This action would result in a significant,
unavoidable impact.

" VIl. STATEMENT OF OVERRIDING CONSIDERATIONS

A. INTRODUCTION
Findings pursuant to CEQA Guidelines sections 15093 and 15092.

1. The project’s significant, unmitigable, unavoidable adverse effects are as follows:

a. Removal of 477 acres from the Williamson Act Program as a result of annexation and
general plan amendment.

b. Loss of 477 acres of land zoned Exclusive Apriculture as a result of annexation and
general plan amendment.

c. Conversion of 338 acres of Prime Farmland to a non-agricultural use as a result of
annexation and general plan amendment.

d. Conversion of 185 acres of agriculturally productive land to support a public wastewater
treatment facility.

e. Cumulative air quality impacts from WWTP project, when combined with all future
projects.
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B.

1. Designation of PF land use designation to allow construction of a new wastewater

treatment facility within five statute miles of the Coalinga Airport area of operations in -
conflict with the Federal Aviation Ad.mlmstratlon recommendatlon

g. Impacts to blunt-nosed leopard lizard due to project implementation

h. Impact from inconsistency with the Federal Aviation Administration — Advisory Circular

recommend.mg ﬁve-mlle separatlon between WWTP and airport AOA.

FlNDINGS

The City Councﬂ has welghed the benefits of the proposed pro_]ect against its unavoidable
environmental impacts. Based on the consideration of the record as a whole, the City Council finds

that the benefits of the project outweigh the unavoidable adverse environmental 1mpacts to the extent _
that the unavoidable adverse enwronmen’tal impacts become "acceptable

C.
1.

2.

SUPPORTING EVIDENCE

Social and Economic Benefits. The project would result in the following social and

_economic benefits:

a. Approval of the project would allow the City of Coalinga to meet State requirements (Waste
Discharge Requirement Order No. 94-184) for wastewater treatment plant capacity. '

b. Approval of the project will result i in both short-term and long-term to the City of Coalinga

and its residents' by meetmg wastewater demands expected by the current Coalinga General
Plan.

c. Approval of the project will allow the City of Coalinga to site its wastewater treatment

facility outside of the 100-year floodplain and avoid conflicts with growth anhc1pated in the
- current Coalinga General Plan.

d. Construcuon of a new wastewater treatment plant may allow for the eventual treatment of
wastewater to tertiary levels allowing water reuse to the maximum extent feasible.

Mitigation Enhancement. The Final EIR contains mitigation measures which will

substantially lessen the significant effects of the project. The following are some of the more
significant environmental benefits:

a. The decommissioning of the existing treatment plant, the removal of structures
and grading of the site will result in a beneficial visual impact to the area;

b. Effluent disposal activities are not expected to impact sensitive species or
habitats, and may have beneficial effects associated with increased crop
production, which may lead to increased rodent populations and additional
foraging habitat for raptors and the San Joaquin kit fox.

. Alternatives. The project alternatives identified in the Environmental Impact Report,

although feasible from a technical standpoint, are rejected for the following reasons:

a. "No Project" alternative, The “No Project” alternative - withdrawal or denial of

the proposed project - would not meet the City’s need for wastewater treatment
expansion under the RWQCB regulations.
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b. Annexation Alternatives. Analysis considered annexation of all the lands

between the City limits and the proposed WWTP property. This alternative was
rejected because of the potential growth-inducing impacts, and because
designating land uses along this corridor would be very speculative at this time

“and is more appropriately handled with the Clty s upcoming General Plan update.
'Analysm also considered leaving the proposed W WTP pr0perty under County of

- Fresno jurisdiction. This option was deemed mappropnate because the WWTP

d.

directly serves the City of Coalinga and leaving it in county Jl.ll'lSleth]l would be
contrary to the County s Coalmga Reg‘tonal Plan.

.. General Plan Amendment Altematzves The proposed pIOJect wmﬂd demgnate
~ 397 acres as Public Facilities, for the WWTP facilities and effluent irrigation

cropland, and 80 acres as Conservation/Open Space, for protection of the Jacalitos
Creek corridor and valley saltbush scrub habitat. Consideration was given to
modifying the proposed designations to (1) designate the effluent irrigation
cropland as Agricultural Lands, (2) designate approximately 10 acres (the former
drive-in theater) at the corner of Jayne and Alpine Avenues as Commercial
Service, and (3) designate the entire property as Agricultural Lands with a
wastewater treatment facility as an allowable use under Williamson Act.
Analyses of each of these options resulted in Vanous additional Jmpacts mcludmg

 traffic, agriculture, and biological.

Alternative Treatment Processes. Process a.lternatlves are discussed in detail in
the Sewer System Master Plan (Boyle 2005) and this discussion is incorporated

- herein by reference. Table VII-1 of the EIR summarizes the information from the

Sewer System Master Plan based on six alternative treatment processes. After
review of these six alternative treatment processes, the City of Coalinga requested
Boyle Engineering Corporation evaluate two processes, the Aerated Facultative
I.agoon Process and the Aerated Lagoon Reactor Process. The aerated lagoon
process has the advantage of its ability to be converted to tertiary treatment at a
future date. For this reason alone, it is the preferable alternative. The City has
instructed Boyle Engineering Corporation to design the WWTP based on this
process and requested this Program EIR to be prepared considering this process.

Alternative Site Location. Boyle Engineering Corporation evaluated thirteen
potential locations for a new WWTP in their feasibility study and Sewer System
Master Plan, based on engineering and planning criteria. These sites and two
additional were analyzed again in this EIR using numerous screening parameters.
The proposed site (Site 1A) and Site B were analyzed further.

The disadvantage of the proposed site lies in the need to cross Jacalitos Creek
with potential effects on listed species and permits required from state and federal

agencies. The key advantage to this site is that the entire property is owned by
one willing seller.

The advantage of Site B is that a trunk line crossing of the creek would not be
necessary, reducing the biological impacts and making this site the preferable
environmental alternative. However, the site has multiple property owners, some
of whom have indicated an unwillingness to sell. This would result in a hostile
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eminent domain case if the City wished to pursue acquisition. In addition this site
~ is closer to potential future home sites and business which Would not be buffered
- from the WWTP by the Jacalitos Creek corridor.

I Trunk Line Location Alternatives. The trunk line connection from the existing
collection system to the new WWTP is proposed in the Jayne Avenue right-of-
way. No alternative locations were considered; mitigation options to install the
trunk line by trenching in the paved roadway or horizontal directional dn]lmg
were considered to lessen the potential take of listed speo1es

Three alternatwes, the Jacalitos Creek crossing of the proposed project trunk line
and two alternative frunk line crossings, were considered regarding their impacts
to the creek bed, riparian habitat, valley saltbush scrub habitat, and listed species.
The design engineer should consider the feasibility of each of these alternatives.

The chosen alternative would need further review as part of the tiering process of
this Program EIR. '

g. Mitigated Project Alternative. This alternative consists of the proposed concept
- for the new WWTP and incorporates the mitigation measures as set forth in the
Program EIR. This alternative has not been rejected. However, Mitigation
measure AG-mm 4 has been rejected. This mitigation measure, while partially
reducing significant, unavoidable adverse Agricultural Resource impacts, is
inconsistent with the City’s long-term goals of locating additional public facilities

on the proposed WWTP site. Rejecting this mitigation measure does not result n
additional Class Tor II unpaots .

VIil. CEQA GENERAL FINDINGS

1.

The City Council finds that changes or alterations have been incorporated into the project to
mitigate or avoid significant impacts to the greatest degree practicable. These changes or
alterations include mitigation measures and project modifications outlined herein and set
forth in more detail in the City of Coalinga Wastewater Treatment Plant Final Program
Environmental Impact Report.

The City Council finds that the project as approved includes an appropriate Mitigation
Monitoring Program. This mitigation monitoring program ensures that measures that avoid

or lessen the significant project impacts, as required by CEQA and the State CEQA
Guidelines, will be implemented as described.

IX. MITIGATION MONITORING PROGRAM

1.

The City of Coalinga Community Development Department will be primarily responsible for
ensuring that all project mitipation measures are complied with. Mitigation measures are
programmed to oceur at, or prior to, the following milestones:

a. Prior to application jfor construction permits. These are measures that should occur
before a construction permit application is submitted. They include performing Phase 1
Site Assessments and geotechnical reports,
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b. Prior to issuance of construction permits. These are measures that need to be undertaken
before a construction permit is issued and earth-moving activities begin. These measures
include items such as staking the limits of environmentally sensitive areas or vegetation

to remain, confirming biological mitigation plans w1th resource agencies, and including
pertinent design details in the project plans.

c. Prior to recordation annexation. These measures must be completed before the

annexation is officially recorded and include completmg traffic studles and establishing
additional planmng area standards.

d. During project construction. These measures are those that need to occur as the project
is being constructed or the vegetation being removed. They include monitoring the
construction site for the proper implementation of dust and emission controls, erosion

conirols, biological protection, and examining grading areas for the presence of cultural
materials.

e. Prior to completion of construction. These measures apply to project components that
would go into effect at completion of the project construction phase, including items such
as management or monttoring plans (e.g., revegetation, efc.).

f.  Prior to occupancy. T]JE:SC measures must be complete for anyone permanently occupies
the building.

g. Connecting each of the mitigation measures to these milestones will integrate mitigation
monitoring into existing City processes, as encouraged by CEQA. In each instance,
implementation of the mitigation measure will be accomplished in parallel with another
activity associated with the project.

2. As lead agency for the City of Coalinga Wastewater Treatment Plant Final Program EIR, the
City Council hereby certifies that the Mitigation Monitoring Program is adequate to ensure
the nnp]ementatlon of the mitigation measures described herein.
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